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January 2026

“Now | was come up in spirit through
the flaming sword into the paradise of
God. All things were new, and all the
creation gave another smell unto me
than before, beyond what words can
utter.”

George Fox, 1648; Quaker faith &
practice 26.03

Meetings for Worship

Sundays: weekly, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. In the
meeting room and on Zoom [link available
from clerks]. Tea / coffee available after
meeting.

Mid-week: Wednesdays, 12:30 - 1:00 p.m. at
the meeting house. Tea / coffee afterward.
Bring your own lunch for a shared meal
afterward.

Sunday evening: monthly on the second
Sunday, 6 - 6:30 p.m. in the meeting room.

Children’s meeting: fortnightly on the second

and fourth Sundays of each month, 10:30 a.m.
in the community room.

Cool Quakers: young people of Lewes meeting

(age 11+) on the second Sunday of each month

Please note: From January, “break-
out rooms” will run on the second Sunday
of each month. More details on Page 2.

Dates for your diary

Every Sunday: Vigil for peace and justice.
Weekly vigil in the precinct (near Fitzroy
House), at 12.15 p.m. following meeting for
worship. All are welcome.

4 January 2026: Meeting for worship for
church affairs (business meeting) - 12:30 p.m.
All Friends are welcome and encouraged to
attend. [Attenders, please speak to a clerk in
advance if you plan to attend for the first
time.]

10 January: Sussex East Area Meeting at
Eastbourne meeting house; 10:30 a.m. start
time. All are welcome.



11 January: Cool Quakers meet at 10:30
a.m. All young people aged 11+ are welcome
to join this friendly group of young Friends.
Newcomers are always welcome. For more
details, email cyplewes@gmail.com

11 January: Break-out rooms for informal
discussion after meeting for worship.

11 January: Evening meeting for worship,
6:00 - 6:30 p.m. in the meeting room. All are
welcome.

13 January: Quaker History Evening All are
welcome. 6:15 p.m. meeting for worship,
followed by lecture on “Quakerism in
America” at 6:45 p.m. and a shared supper at
7:30 p.m. Full details on Page 6.

Looking ahead . . .

1 February: Meeting for worship for church
affairs (business meeting) at 12:30 p.m.

18 February: Poetry and Music Evening, 7 -
9 p.m. in the community room. All are
welcome. For details, email Roger on
rogercockrell15@gmail.com

24 February: Quaker History Evening All
are welcome. Starting at 6:15 p.m. with a
half hour meeting for worship. Details to
follow nearer the time.

Help for a refugee

A refugee, settled in
Q)\/—m Lewes with his wife and
two children, is a highly
skilled tailor and
dressmaker, expert at
all kinds of alterations.
He would love to start
his own business in the town but the problem
is that they live in a flat with thin walls, and
he thinks his neighbours wouldn’t be happy if
they heard too much of his sewing machine,
particularly in the evening (he works and
studies during the day). | wonder if there is a
Friend who could kindly make a spare room
available to him for 2 - 3 hours, on 2 or 3

\

evenings a week? He would be so grateful. |
know him and his wife well, and | can provide
an excellent character reference. Please
contact me via my husband, Peter Smith, on
p.smith@sussex.ac.uk. Thank you!

Audrey Cotterell

Children and young people’s
committee has a new email address:
cyplewes@gmail.com . Use this email

to contact the committee about
volunteering to lead a session for the
children or young people, or if you
have any questions about Lewes
children’s meeting.

|

Break-Out Rooms

Once a month on the second Sunday, Friends
attending Meeting for Worship are invited
afterward to select at random a card indicating
one of a few spaces within our meeting house:
the library, gallery, one corner or another of
the meeting room. Friends then gather in those
areas in small groups, to discuss informally
some aspect of that morning's ministry, a topic
currently in the news, or something else on
participants’ minds. Please join in if you can.

Sharon Krummel, on behalf of Pastoral Care
and Eldership Team (PaCET)

Holding in the Light

Friends are invited to hold Churches Together
in Lewes in the Light during January. There
will be a meeting in mid-January to consider
the future of ecumenical fellowship in Lewes.
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If you would like to find out more about
Churches Together, please speak to Caroline
Pybus after meeting for worship.

Good Cause for January

theFriend

The Zoom Circle has chosen The Friend as
the good cause in January. The Friend is a
weekly magazine which is an authoritative
source of Quaker news. Copies are available
on the stand in the Meeting House foyer. It
has been published continuously since 1843
(with the exception of paper shortages during
WW?2).

Independent
Quaker Journalism
Since 1843

It is a registered charity, independent of any
other Quaker body. As such, it relies on
subscriptions and donations to stay in print.

In the last two years expenditure has risen
and income fallen. The management has
been adventurous. The online version has
been revised to suit mobile phones and
tablets as well as computers, and the printed
edition continues as it has for more than 180
years, now in colour.

The Friend website can be found here: The
Quaker Magazine | The Friend Even if you
are not a subscriber you can look at some of
the contents online.

Friends are invited to contribute to this good
cause after meeting for worship on Sundays,
or online here: The Friend Publications
Limited - Donate now

Talking to newcomers

Our Meeting has a good many people who visit
us. Some stay and become members. All are
wanting to know more about the Religious
Society of Friends. There is a 20-minute video
available on YouTube via this link: G DURHAM
how to speak to newcomers (Q) which is a help
if you wonder about how best to talk to
newcomers.

The presenter is Geoffrey Durham who has a
lot of experience talking about Quakers, having
been involved in outreach for more than 25
years. In the video he speaks under the title of
'How to Confidently Answer Newcomer
Questions". It is well worth a listen!

Money raised for good causes

Friends at Lewes gave generously to the
following good causes in the last quarter of
2025:

e For Action for M.E., sponsored by the
Cool Quakers in October: £ 378

e For Ray of Hope, sponsored by Friars
Circle in November: £ 416

e For Voice of Hope UK, sponsored by
Needlemakers and Wealden Circle in
December: £ 482

If you have an idea for a good cause to which
Friends might like to donate, speak to your
circle group. If you are not currently in a
circle, speak to any member of PaCET for more
details.
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Meetings for worship for church
affairs at Lewes in 2026

Our business meetings are held on the first
Sunday of each month, at 12:30 p.m., except
in August and December. Dates in 2026 are
as follows:

4 January

1 February

1 March

5 April

3 May

7 June

5 July

6 September
4 October

1 November

All Friends are welcome, and encouraged, to
attend. If you are an attender, and plan to
come to business meeting for the first time,
please speak to one of the clerks in advance.

O,

WOODBROOKE

Woodbrooke hosts online meetings for
worship throughout the week. Everyone is
welcome.

Mondays, 9:30 a.m.

Tuesdays, 7 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Wednesdays, 7 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.
Thursdays, 11 a.m. (one hour) and 7:30 p.m.
Fridays, 1 p.m. and 9 p.m.

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (one hour) and 7:30 p.m.

Please join five minutes before the start time
to enable everyone to settle quietly into
worship. Simply click the link to join: MfW
via Zoom - Woodbrooke

Sussex East Area Meetings in 2026

10 January, 10:30 a.m. at Eastbourne
8 March, 1:30 p.m. - venue TBC

10 May, 1:30 p.m. at Lewes

12 July, 1:30 p.m. at Herstmonceux
13 September, 1:30 p.m. at Seaford
15 November, 1:30 p.m. at Hastings

All Friends are welcome, and encouraged, to
attend. If changes are made to this schedule,
updates will be provided nearer the time.

Britain Yearly Meeting in 2026

The May meeting (below) will be the last
Yearly Meeting as we have known

it. Afterward a rotation of four "continuing
Yearly Meeting” sessions per year will
begin. Details below:

e 1-4May 2026 (Friends House, London,
and on Zoom)

e 18 July 2026 (in Manchester and on
Zoom)

e 21 November 2026 (Friends House,
London, and on Zoom)

All Friends are welcome. If changes are made
to this schedule, advance notice will be given.

More details can be found on the website here:
yearly-meeting-2026-calling-letter
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The Zoom Circle has chosen a good
cause for January. See Page 3 for
details.

Lewes Meeting
Contacts

Clerks: John Ashcroft,
Liz Brooks and David
Martin at

Future arrangements:

e February - Clerks

* March - Cliffe Circle quakerclerkslewes@gmail.com

e April - Garden Group
Pastoral Care and Eldership Team [PaCET]:

Patricia Cockrell, David Hitchin, Sharon
Krummel, Tim Pitt-Payne, Theresa Samms and
Emily Slater

e May - Friars Circle

e June - Cool Quakers

Circles for pastoral care and support:
o Friars: contact Veryan Greenwood and
Anna Milner-Gulland

Car parking at the meeting house « Needlemakers: Tessa Brown

There are car parking spaces behind the » Cliffe: Jo Bakharia and Jane Goyder
meeting house. Please give priority to « Zoom: David Hitchin

those with mobility difficulties. Parking .

vouchers must be displayed; these are Website: www.lewesquakers.org.uk
available in the foyer. There are Website editor: Drew Fisher at

also two disabled spaces, one near the ajfscorpio@hotmail.com

entrance and the other at the far end. o
Disabled drivers, please use these spaces Newsletter editor:  Liz Brooks at
and display a blue badge. realgirltribe@gmail.com

Children and young people’s committee:
Please note new email address -
cyplewes@gmail.com

Please note: if you do not display the
appropriate blue badge and / or parking
voucher you run the risk of being
ticketed and fined.

Safeguarding: Helen Thomas at
helen.thomasé2@btinternet.com

Please send items for the February
newsletter to the email address
listed below, by 30 January
at the latest.

Many thanks, Friends.

Safeguarding: If you have concerns
about a child, young person or
vulnerable adult who might be
experiencing abuse, neglect or
exploitation, please contact Helen
Thomas, Safeguarding
representative for Lewes Meeting,
on 07736 962526 or email
helen.thomas62@ btinternet.com

Liz Brooks
realgirltribe@gmail.com
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Quaker History Evenings
American Quakerism

Two sides of American uakerism: a 1665 méeting hus in FIushing,-Ne\.N York, and Lone Star Friends Church
in Hogoton, Kansas — the former holding Meetings for Worship similar to ours and the latter in
a programmed evangelical church style with a pastor.

Tuesday January 13

in the Meeting House at 6.15 p.m.
with Meeting for Worship from 6.15 - 6.45 p.m. followed by the talk

John Ashcroft will give an overview of the development, growth and
diversity of Quakerism in America, where today there are around 90,000
Friends divided into over 30 different Yearly Meetings, some of which are

similar to ours in worship and beliefs whereas others take an openly
evangelical approach and appoint pastors. Yet they share many aspects of

social and peace witness.

Shared supper at about 7.30 p.m. for those who would like
organised by Zoe Endacott

Baked potatoes provided — bring toppings etc to share

Further sessions to be arranged with topics suggested by those attending them.
Dates in 2026 will be Tuesdays Feb 24, April 7, May 19, June 30,
Aug 11, Sept 22, Nov 3 and Dec 15.

Further information from John Ashcroft, Sharon Krummel or Chris Lawson



