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Lewes Quaker Meeting Newsletter 
February 2026 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

“The Truth is one and the same always, 

and though ages and generations pass 

away, and one generation goes and 

another comes, yet the word and power 

and spirit of the living God endures for 

ever, and is the same and never 

changes.” 

- Margaret Fell; Quaker faith and practice 19.61 
 
 
 

Meetings for Worship 
 
 

Sundays: weekly, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. In the 
meeting room and on Zoom [link available 
from clerks]. Tea / coffee available after 
meeting. 
 

Wednesdays:  weekly, 12:30 – 1:00 p.m.  Tea 
/ coffee available after meeting. Bring your 
own lunch for a shared meal afterward. 
 

Sunday evening: monthly on the second 
Sunday, 6 – 6:30 p.m. in the meeting room.  
 
 

 

 
 
 

Children’s meeting:  fortnightly on the second 
and fourth Sundays of each month, 10:30 a.m. 
in the community room.   
 

Young Friends Meeting:  the young people of 
Lewes meeting (age 11+) meet on the second 
Sunday of each month   
 

Dates for your diary 
 

Every Sunday: Vigil for peace and justice. 
Weekly vigil in the precinct (near Fitzroy 
House), at 12.15 p.m. following meeting for 
worship.  All are welcome.   
 

1 February 2026:  Meeting for worship for 
church affairs (business meeting) – 12:30 p.m.  
All Friends are welcome and encouraged to attend. 
[Attenders, please speak to a clerk in advance if 
you plan to attend.]   

 
7 February: “We Are Still Here” book launch: 
This anthology brings together stories, poems, 
essays and testimonies written by students from 
Gaza’s universities. This event is open to everyone, 
and starts at 1:30 p.m.  See details on Page 11.    
 

8 February:  Young Friends meeting at 10:30 
a.m.  All young people aged 11+ are welcome 
to join this friendly group. For details, please email 
cyplewes@gmail.com  
 

8 February: Break-out rooms for informal 
discussion after meeting for worship. 
 

8 February:  Evening meeting for worship, 
6:00 – 6:30 p.m. in the meeting room. All are 
welcome.   
 

18 February: Poetry and Music Evening, 7 – 9 
p.m. in the community room. All are welcome.  
For details, email Roger on 
rogercockrell15@gmail.com  
 

24 February: Quaker History Evening - All are 
welcome.  6:15 p.m. meeting for worship, 
lecture at 6:45 p.m., shared supper at 7:30 
p.m. See Page 7 for more details. 
 

mailto:cyplewes@gmail.com
mailto:rogercockrell15@gmail.com
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Looking ahead . . .  
 

1 March:  Meeting for worship for church 
affairs (business meeting) at 12:30 p.m. 
 
8 March: Sussex East Area Meeting at 
Eastbourne Friends Meeting House, 1:30 – 
4:30 p.m.  Details to follow, nearer the time. 
 
 

 

If any Friend in our meeting does 
not receive monthly newsletters 
or weekly notices, please send 
details to the clerks by email:  
quakerclerkslewes@gmail.com   
 

In “the old days”, it was easy to 
hand a newsletter to a newcomer.  
Despite the convenience of email, 
sometimes we miss this opportunity 
to welcome new Friends.  Clerks 
are keen for everyone to receive 
our regular online communications, 
so please encourage anyone who 
might be missing out, to get in 
touch.   
 
Many thanks. 

 
 

 
 

Break-Out Rooms 
 

Once a month on the second Sunday, Friends 
attending Meeting for Worship are invited 
afterward to select at random a card 
indicating one of a few spaces within our 
meeting house: the library, gallery, one 
corner or another of the meeting room. 
Friends gather in those areas in small groups, 
for informal discussion on some aspect of that 
morning's ministry, a current events topic, or 
something else on Friends’ minds.  Please 
join in if you can. 

 

Pastoral Care and Eldership Team (PaCET) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

“I often count how many people there 
are in the meeting room and on Zoom 
when we reach the end of Meeting for 
Worship.  Here are the averages for the 
last three years (including Zoom): 2023 
= 36, 2024 = 39, 2025 = 41. Perhaps a 
positive sign that people are looking 
for, and finding, an alternative way.”   

 

David Martin  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holding in the Light 

St Michael’s Church, Lewes.  Fr. David Broad 

writes: “Please pray for St. Michael’s as a 

place promoting and praying for peace in 

our increasingly extremist, hostile and 

divided world.”  All are invited to attend on 

Tuesday evenings, 7 - 7.30 p.m. at St 

Michael’s in Lewes, to pray for “the way of 

peace”.  This gathering is a time of silence 

to pray for and meditate on peace. 

The Churches Together in the Lewes Area 
(CTLA) prayer chain began around 4 months 
ago, and its members hope God will help 
them to sustain this initiative and that many 
people will be blessed by it.   
 

To find out more about Churches Together 
in the Lewes Area, please speak to Caroline 
Pybus.    
 

 

mailto:quakerclerkslewes@gmail.com
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Good Cause for February 
 
The good cause for February, chosen by the 
clerking team, is Supporters of Arriving 
Migrants and Asylum Seekers (SAMAS), 
based in Crowborough.  This group is 
responding to an urgent need arising from the 
government's decision to house new asylum 
seekers at the army barracks in Crowborough 
instead of in hotels around the country.  
 
Far right agitators have raised fear and 
distrust amongst local people, making the 
need for compassionate support even 
greater. 
 
SAMAS is fundraising and organising 
volunteers to visit the camp, to provide 
friendship and English language teaching 
initially, with plans for football, running, 
cooking and gardening to follow.  
 
The men who arrive have very little and only 
receive £9.95 per week to cover their basic 
needs while they wait to hear if their 
applications for asylum are accepted. There’s 
an urgent need not just for funds, but for 
clothes, toiletries and games. These items 
may be left at the Meeting House in the box 
provided. There’s a list on Page 10. Sue and 
David will ensure everything gets to the 
camp. 
 
Please donate cash on Sundays after meeting 
for worship, or online at GOFUNDME SAMAS 
 
 
 

“Spiritual Book Club” meets online 
 
The IFCG (Interfaith Contact Group) in 

Brighton is setting up a spiritually-themed 

book club and would love to hear from you. 

This group will meet regularly online and 

share thoughts about books on spiritual 

topics, from the comfort of our own homes.   

 
 

 
We are aiming to establish a friendly group, 
where we share insights and passages from a 
book we have read the previous month in a 
spirit of interfaith sharing.  Please bring 
suggestions you can think of, and we will 
choose a different book each month.  
 

 

There is no strict requirement to have read the 

previous month’s book; this is so people can 

join at any point.  We want to keep the 

atmosphere friendly and inclusive, so please 

come with suggestions that fit with this open 

ethos.  If interested, please email   

e spiritualbooks@interfaithcontactgroup.com 

Jason Evans 
 

 
 

A visit from Friends in Brighton 
 
On Friday 24th January, Lewes Meeting hosted a 

visit from a group of Brighton Friends called Quaker 

Men Meet (QMM). It is a monthly social group for 

men to gather for walks, films, talks or meals out. 

The Friends had planned a visit to Charleston in 

Lewes in the afternoon and asked if they could 

drop in to see our Meeting House and have a 

coffee. I was pleased to show them around and talk 

about the recent redevelopment. They were very 

impressed by the work undertaken and thanked us 

for our hospitality.  

Drew Fisher 

In crisis?  Leaflet available 
 

The short-lived Use of Facilities Working Group 
has produced a leaflet to help people with 
problems access the help they need. There are 
many people in Lewes with serious issues, 
often due to poverty, who need reliable  

 

https://gofund.me/a2c897b92
mailto:spiritualbooks@interfaithcontactgroup.com
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support. Luckily, there is a range of 
specialised support groups, run by caring and 
committed people, ready to help them. The 
new leaflet aims to connect the two. Please 
keep one in your pocket or bag as you go 
about, so you can offer it to anyone in need. I 
have some which are durable for rough 
sleepers. I will try to keep the pile in the 
foyer topped up.  If you know of an 
organisation or venue that could display 
some, please let me know.   
 

Many thanks, Friends.  
Jenny Wistreich 

 

 
 

Emily Esser, folk art specialist, has 
contacted Lewes Meeting about a mystery 
painting.   

 

Emily writes, “I am seeking information about a 
painting once owned by a Sussex resident; we 
don't know who.  It depicts Herstmonceux Castle 
near Hailsham and was painted in 1916, almost 
certainly by Winston Churchill. It probably stayed 
in the area until 2022, when it resurfaced in 
Ardingly at an antiques fair.  However, 
authenticity cannot be proven until we figure out 
where it has been for the past 100 years.”   
 

Emily believes the painting did not travel far in 
the 20th century, so there is a chance somebody 
local might have useful information.  The image 
above shows the painting.  Do you recognise it?   
 

 
If so, do you know where this painting was 
located between 1916 – 2021?  If you have useful 
information, please contact Emily Esser on 
emilyesser1@gmail.com or herstgarden@gmail.com  

 
From the archives: 

Lewes Meeting Accounts in 1950 
 

Total income was £174 / 5 / 4 of which £123 
/ 17 / 6 was subscriptions from members and 
attenders, and £10 / 3 / 0 came from 
lettings. 
 
Total expenditure was £172 / 9 / 0. The 
largest item was £36 / 15 / 0 as the 
contribution to Quarterly Meeting for the 
Yearly Meeting fund. £26 / 14 / 3 was spent 
on paying the warden and for cleaning. 
Repairs cost £6 / 2 / 2, lighting was £12 / 1 / 
6, and coal cost £6 / 15 / 10.  £13 / 1 / 2 was 
spent on additions to the premises, and local 
rates were £9 / 13 / 8. 
 
The balance at the end of the year was £40 / 
2 / 4. 

 
 David Hitchin 

 

 
 

Death of a Friend 
 

Friends are sad to learn of the death of our 
Friend Tim Strauss on 26 January.  Tim was 
a much-loved member of our community 
and will be sadly missed.  He is pictured 
here with his wife Susannah in happier 
times.  Details of Tim’s funeral, to be held 
in February, will be given during notices.   

 

mailto:emilyesser1@gmail.com
mailto:herstgarden@gmail.com
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Meetings for worship for church 
affairs at Lewes in 2026 

 
Our business meetings are held on the first 
Sunday of each month, at 12:30 p.m. – apart 
from August and December.  Dates of these 
meetings in 2026 are as follows: 
 

• 1 March 

• 5 April 

• 3 May 

• 7 June 

• 5 July 

• 6 September 

• 4 October 

• 1 November 
 

All Friends are welcome and encouraged to 
attend. If you are an attender, and plan to 
come to business meeting for the first time, 
please speak to one of the clerks in advance. 
 
 

 
 
Woodbrooke hosts online meetings for 
worship throughout the week. Everyone is 
welcome.   
 

Mondays, 9:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays, 7 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays, 7 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. 
Thursdays, 11 a.m. (one hour) and 7:30 p.m. 

Fridays, 1 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
Sundays, 10:30 a.m. (one hour) and 7:30 p.m. 

 

Please join five minutes before the start time 
to enable everyone to settle quietly into 
worship. Simply click the link to join:  MfW 
via Zoom - Woodbrooke 
 
 

  

Sussex East Area Meetings in 2026 
 

• 8 March, 1:30 p.m. at Eastbourne 

• 10 May, 1:30 p.m. at Lewes 

• 12 July, 1:30 p.m. at Herstmonceux 

• 13 September, 1:30 p.m. at Seaford 

• 15 November, 1:30 p.m. at Hastings 
 

All Friends are welcome and encouraged to 
attend. If changes are made to this schedule, 
information will be provided nearer the time. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Britain Yearly Meeting in 2026 
 

After Friends meet in May, a new rotation of 
four "continuing Yearly Meeting" sessions per 
year will begin.  Details below: 
 

• 1 - 4 May 2026 (Friends House, London, 
and on Zoom)  

• 18 July 2026 (in Manchester and on 
Zoom) 

• 21 November 2026 (Friends House, 
London, and on Zoom) 

 

All Friends are welcome to attend yearly 
meeting sessions.  See Page 8 for the calling 
letter from the clerk of Yearly Meeting. 
 
More details can be found on the website here:   
yearly-meeting-2026-calling-letter  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/worship/
https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/worship/
https://www.quaker.org.uk/documents/yearly-meeting-2026-calling-letter
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Lewes Meeting clerks have chosen 

the good cause for February.  Details 

on Page 3. 
 

Future arrangements: 
 

• March - Cliffe Circle 

• April – Garden Group 

• May – Friars Circle 

• June – Cool Quakers 

 

 

 

Car parking at the meeting house 
 

There are car parking spaces available 
behind the meeting house. Please give 
priority to those with mobility 
difficulties. Parking vouchers must be 
displayed; these can be found in the 
foyer. There are also two disabled 
spaces, one near the entrance and one at 
the far end. Disabled drivers, please use 
these spaces and display a blue badge.  
 

Please note: if you do not display the 
appropriate blue badge and / or parking 
voucher you run the risk of being 
ticketed and fined. 

 
 

Please send items for the March 
newsletter to the email address 

below, by 27 February 
at the latest.   

 

Please note photographs of Friends’ 
actitivites, events and the garden 

are always welcome. 
 
 

Many thanks, Friends. 
 

Liz Brooks  
realgirltribe@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Lewes Meeting 
Contacts 

Clerks: John Ashcroft, Liz 
Brooks and David Martin 
at  

quakerclerkslewes@gmail.com   

Pastoral Care and Eldership Team [PaCET]:   
Patricia Cockrell, David Hitchin, Sharon 
Krummel, Tim Pitt-Payne, Theresa Samms and 
Emily Slater 
 
Circles for pastoral care and support: 

• Friars: contact Veryan Greenwood and 
Anna Milner-Gulland  

• Needlemakers: Tessa Brown   
• Cliffe: Jo Bakharia and Jane Goyder     
• Zoom: David Hitchin   

 
Website: www.lewesquakers.org.uk 
 

Website editor:    Drew Fisher at 
ajfscorpio@hotmail.com      
 

Newsletter editor:    Liz Brooks at 
realgirltribe@gmail.com  
 

Children and young people’s committee: 
cyplewes@gmail.com  
 

Safeguarding:   Helen Thomas at  
helen.thomas62@btinternet.com 

 
 

Safeguarding:  If you have concerns 
about a child, young person or 
vulnerable adult who might be 
experiencing abuse, neglect or 
exploitation, please contact Helen 
Thomas, Safeguarding 
representative for Lewes Meeting, 
on 07736 962526 or email 
helen.thomas62@ btinternet.com   

 
 
 

mailto:realgirltribe@gmail.com
mailto:quakerclerkslewes@gmail.com
http://www.lewesquakers.org.uk/
mailto:ajfscorpio@hotmail.com
mailto:realgirltribe@gmail.com
mailto:cyplewes@gmail.com
mailto:helen.thomas62@btinternet.com
mailto:helen.thomas62@%20btinternet.com
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Quaker History Evenings 
The Life and Legacy of Joseph Rowntree 

 

 
Joseph Rowntree  

 

Tuesday February 24th 

in the Meeting House at 6.15 p.m. 

with Meeting for Worship from 6.15-6.45 p.m. followed by the talk  

 
Jonathan Heawood will talk about Joseph Rowntree (1836-1925), who was a Quaker 

businessman and philanthropist. He protected the rights of his employees and 
campaigned vigorously to address poverty in Britain. He built one of the first model 

villages - at New Earswick, on the outskirts of York - and created three organisations to 
carry on his work after his lifetime - the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Joseph Rowntree 
Reform Trust and Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust (of which Jonathan is currently the 
Chair). At the same time, his company was responsible for the exploitation of workers 

across the Global South and the extraction of natural resources from fragile ecosystems. 
What is the true legacy of Joseph Rowntree and how can we learn from his example 

today? 

. 
Shared supper at 7.30 p.m. for those who would like  

organised by Zoe Endacott 

Baked potatoes provided – bring toppings etc to share 

 

Further sessions to be arranged with topics suggested by those attending them. 
Dates in 2026 will be Tuesdays 

April 7, May 19, June 30, Aug 11, Sept 22, Nov 3 and Dec 15. 

 
Further information from John Ashcroft, Sharon Krummel or Chris Lawson  
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The following is an extract from the 2026 Yearly Meeting “calling letter”.   
To read the full text, click here: yearly-meeting-2026-calling-letter 

 
Yearly Meeting 2026:  Friends House and online, Friday 1 – Monday 4 May 2026  
 
Dear Friends,  
 
“We did conclude among ourselves to settle a meeting, to see one another’s faces, and open our hearts 
one to another in the Truth of God once a year, as formerly it used to be.”– Yearly Meeting in London, 
1668; Quaker faith & practice 6.02  
 
Our Yearly Meeting sessions in May 2026 will take place at Friends House and online, from Friday 1 to 
Monday 4 May.  Yearly Meeting is an opportunity for us to spend time together in worship and 
discernment, seeking divine guidance as a community of Friends from meetings around Britain. Yearly 
Meeting “should be a focus for every facet of Quakerism, constantly reminding us of what it means to be 
a Quaker today”. (Qf&p 6.05)  
 
This year we will not end our Yearly Meeting on 4 May. The change to our pattern of Yearly Meeting 
sessions means that we will gather again, for one day each time, on 18 July (in Manchester) and 21 
November (in London).   We hope that this change … will make our shared worship and discernment 
more inclusive and accessible for as many Friends as possible.  
 
During our sessions in May we will consider the following…:  “In a divided world, what unites us as a 
Spirit-led community? How do we foster acceptance and belonging? As a Spirit-led community, how can 
we handle conflict well in a way that builds connections, nurtures community and finds common ground, 
overcoming divisiveness and polarisation?”  We will also spend time on the arrangements needed for 
the change to our pattern of Yearly Meeting sessions and the laying down of Meeting for Sufferings …. 
 
Please register in advance to attend Yearly Meeting, whether you plan to join us online or in Friends 
House. Registration will open on 12 January 2026. See: www.quaker.org.uk/ym  
 
Special interest meetings, organised by Quaker Recognised Bodies and central committees, will be held 
online between Friday 20 March and Thursday 26 March. Please register for Yearly Meeting, to receive 
details of these.  
 
Documents to help you prepare for Yearly Meeting will be available on the Yearly Meeting website from 
January at www.quaker.org.uk/ym   Preparation sessions will take place online between Monday 13 
April and Friday 17 April starting at 19:30. Please register for Yearly Meeting to receive details of these.  
 
…  I look forward to spending time with you in spirit-led community in May 2026.  
 
In friendship,  
 
Fred Langridge  
Yearly Meeting Clerk (nominate) 

 

https://www.quaker.org.uk/documents/yearly-meeting-2026-calling-letter
http://www.quaker.org.uk/ym
http://www.quaker.org.uk/ym
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Dear Friends 

When Jesus’ birth was announced it was with news of peace.  Jesus began his ministry by talking about peace, and 
said goodbye to his disciples by leaving them with peace.  The first word of the risen Christ was peace. Paul began 
many of his letters by speaking of peace. 

And yet, the world does not reflect peace. Even as many of us were reading and singing of peace on earth this year, 
warlike acts were being planned. But Jesus does not give as the world gives. Instead he advises "do not be afraid". 

Our work for peace on earth and our experience of Christ’s peace are not separate. And yet finding peace in ourselves 
joined to peace in the world is the vocation of a lifetime. It wasn’t easy in Jesus’ time and it isn’t easy in ours. 

As a step on this journey, the CEC has agreed the next World Plenary Meeting will be themed ‘Blessed are the 
Peacemakers’, with a target date of 2030, to mark 2000 years since the start of Jesus’ Ministry.  In preparation we are 
planning quarterly global meetings for worship online (subscribe to Friends World News for updates) and a big online 
gathering for World Quaker Day (4 October 2026). 

Another date for your diary is 29 September 2027 when we plan a global online conference to share our efforts in 
addressing historic and continuing injustice.  

Within Friends World Committee for Consultation please join me in gratitude for Esther Mombo who has completed 
her year as Interim Clerk, and will now begin as Vice Chancellor of St Paul’s University in Kenya, while continuing as 
Assistant Clerk. 

Please also join me in welcoming our new clerk, Clare Scott-Booth. She was an elder at our most recent World Plenary 
Meeting, and brings with her immense experience from her career in leading charities that provide housing for people 
in need. 

When Hebrew speakers – then and now – greet one another, they do so by saying shalom; peace. The word in Arabic 
(Salaam) is very similar.  Shalom is much more than a lack of fighting. It refers to wholeness and harmony, within 
ourselves and within our communities and the world. 

So, this New Year I pray our hearts will know shalom and our feet – as well as those of others – will be guided in the 
path of peace. 

In Friendship, 
 
Tim Gee 
General Secretary 
Friends World Committee for Consultation (World Office) 
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Items needed for asylum seekers housed in Crowborough 
 
 
 
Toiletries and hygiene items (new items only): 

Toothbrush and toothpaste 
Bar soap (packaged and in a container) or shower gel 
Flannel or washcloths 
Deodorant 
Comb or hairbrush 
Small shaving cream and disposable razors 
Lip balm 
Wet wipes or travel size tissues 
 

Clothing and warm Items (new or lightly used in good condition): 
Socks (new pairs are essential)  
Men’s slippers 
Underwear (new) 
Hat, gloves, and scarf set (especially for winter appeals) 
T-shirt or a small item of clothing 
 

Treats and comfort items: 
Sweets, hard candy or biscuits [packaged] 
Sachets of hot chocolate, coffee, or tea 
A small personal note or card 
 

Entertainment and practical items: 
Pack of playing cards, dominoes, or other small games 
Puzzle books (e.g., crosswords, word searches) and a pen/pencil 
Notebook or writing pad 
Torch 
Reusable plastic cup or water bottle 
 

 
Supporters of Arriving Migrants and Asylum Seekers [SAMAS] 
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