Lewes Quaker Meeting Newsletter
April 2026

“Our sense of community does not depend on all
professing identical beliefs, for it grows from
worshipping together, knowing one another,
loving one another, accepting responsibilities,
sharing and working together. We will be helped
by tried and tested Quaker methods and
procedures .... If all those who belong to our
meeting are lovingly cared for, the guidance of
the spirit will be a reality .... Our shared
experience of waiting for God’s guidance,
together with careful listening and gentleness of
heart, forms the basis on which we can live out
a life of love with and for each other.”

From Quaker faith & practice 10.03

Meetings for Worship

Sundays: weekly, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. In the
meeting room and on Zoom [link available from
clerks]. Tea / coffee available after meeting.

Wednesdays: weekly, 12:30 - 1:00 p.m. Tea /
coffee available after meeting. Bring your own
lunch for a shared meal afterward.

Sunday evening: monthly on the second Sunday, 6
- 6:30 p.m. in the meeting room.

Children’s meeting: fortnightly on second and
fourth Sundays of each month, 10:30 a.m. in the
community room.

Young Friends meeting: the young people of
Lewes meeting (aged 11+) meet on the second
Sunday of each month

Dates for your diary

Every Sunday: Vigil for peace and justice. Weekly
in the precinct (near Fitzroy House), 12.15 p.m.
All are welcome.

7 April: Quaker History Evening - All are
welcome. 6:15 p.m. meeting for worship, followed
by lecture at 6:45 p.m. and shared supper at 7:30
p.m. Full details on Page 8.

11 and 18 April: Exhibition of architectural
drawings by Hilary Steel. See Page 7 for details.
Open to the public on Saturdays. Friends’ help is
needed with stewarding and cakes. Please sign up
on the notice board or email Chris on
chrislawson1938@gmail.com

12 April: Young Friends meeting at 10:30 a.m.
All young people aged 11+ are welcome to join this
friendly group. For details, please email
cyplewes@gmail.com

12 April: Break-out rooms for informal discussion
after meeting for worship.

12 April: Evening meeting for worship, 6:00 -
6:30 p.m. in the meeting room. All are welcome.

13 - 17 April: Online preparation sessions for
Yearly Meeting. See Page 4 for details and
booking information.

18 April: Ditchling Quaker Meeting House 60"
anniversary celebration. 2 -5 p.m. All are
welcome. See details on Page 9.
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19 April: Meeting for worship for church affairs
(business meeting) - 12:30 p.m. All Friends are
welcome and encouraged to attend.

22 April: Poetry and Music Evening: 7 - 9 p.m.
in the community room. All are welcome at this
free, friendly gathering. Please email Roger on

rogercockrell15@gmail.com for details.

Looking ahead

Please note: there will be no meeting for
worship for church affairs (business meeting)
in May. The next one will be held on 7 June.

1 - 4 May: Yearly Meeting at Friends House,
London, and online. See Page 4 for details and
booking information.

10 May: Sussex East Area Meeting at Lewes. All
Friends are welcome and encouraged to attend.
Details to follow.

20 May: Christ Church ThinkTank, 7:30 p.m.
Lecture on William Tyndale. All are welcome, in
person or on Zoom. More details here: ThinkTank
- Christ Church Lewes

An opportunity for service

Sussex and Surrey Regional Meeting
includes Quakers across six Area Meetings.
Friends meet a few times each year to
discuss a topic of interest, socialise and
have fun.

We are lucky to have a Regional Meeting.
Not all area meetings have one, and it
provides an opportunity to meet and
socialise with other Friends outside of our
usual Quaker context, with no pressing
business matters to focus on.

Regional Meeting is urgently seeking Friends
to serve as trustees. Jason Evans, clerk to
trustees, would be happy to speak to you
about this role, so get in touch if you can
help. Email clerks in the first instance on
quakerclerkslewes@gmail.com, and
messages will be sent on to Jason.

Churches
Together in the
Lewes Area
(CTLA) meets
on Zoom once a
month for a
prayer chain.

- : Its members
hope many will be blessed by this initiative.

In April the group will pray for the adults
being baptised at St Pancras Roman Catholic
Church, and for a successful pastoral
reorganisation of the diocese. Also, for
prisoners and their families. Friends might
like to hold these matters in the light as well.

Funds raised for good causes
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In February, Lewes Meeting raised !
£420 for Supporters of Arriving i
Migrants and Asylum Seekers in !
Crowborough [SAMAS]. i
In March £197.75 was raised for the i
Prison Phoenix Trust. i
i
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Many thanks for your generosity,
Friends.

e |

News from Crowborough Camp

Many thanks to all those Friends who have
donated items for the asylum seekers at
Crowborough Camp. We now think there are
over 300 men resident there.

Volunteers from SAMAS (Supporting Arriving
Migrants and Asylum Seekers), including David
and I, have been into the camp to give English
lessons and help distribute clothes and other
donations.

Our English teaching sessions are very informal
as most of us have no experience teaching
English as a second language, but they have
been well received by the men, who are polite
and keen to learn, and we enjoyed them
greatly.
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The men are very appreciative of all the clothes
donations. Many of them are walking around in
flip flops and have only the clothes they arrived
in. We continue to need good quality shoes,
particularly trainers, socks and coats. All other
donations of good quality clothes are welcome.
There is a box for donations in the foyer of the
Meeting House with a list of items needed.

Many thanks.
Sue Hallett and David Martin for SAMAS

Area Meeting Report
Eastbourne, 8t March 2026
[redacted]

Eastbourne meeting house was open from
9.30 am. Friends were welcomed with tea,
coffee and toast. Meeting for worship began
at 10.30 am followed by the chance to share
conversation over coffee. Before Area
Meeting began at 1.30 pm, Friends were
offered the opportunity to join a group to
make music together in the meeting room, or
a walk to the nearby peace garden.

The ’Holding Group’ introduced the business
meeting and a clerk and assistant clerk were
appointed. After business was completed,
there was a short break before splitting into
small groups to continue the work started at
the January meeting to explore ways forward
for Sussex East AM. There were six groups
(each with a facilitator) to look at the same
three questions under their particular
heading:

- Spiritual Depth & Worship

- Governance & Business Process
- Support & Participation

- Accessibility & Inclusion

- Learning & Wider Links

- Community & Belonging

The three [questions] were:

- One-sentence vision
- One priority action
- Oneidea to try

Each group gave feedback, sharing their answers.
This was a positive session with lots of thoughts,
ideas and humour. After the meeting there was
time for more refreshments and conversation
(including the traditional cake).

32 Friends attended AM. More detail is available in
the minutes. The next AM will be held at Lewes on
10" May, details to follow.

Kathy Gibbs

Message from the clerks

Clerks can be reached on the email
address quakerclerkslewes®@ gmail.com

Some of you prefer to send emails to our
personal email accounts, which is fine.
However, please note John’s email address
is johnashcroft57@gmail.com. His former
email (an fsnet account) is no longer
functional, so emails sent to that address
will not reach him.

Many thanks, Friends.

“Women’s Preaching Still Justified”

Friends might be interested in a recent article
by Quaker Rhiannon Grant, written on the
occasion of International Women’s Day in
March. Rhiannon reflects on early Quaker
support for women's leadership, ahead of a
modern translation of Margaret Fell's
publication “Women’s speaking justified”.
Click this link to read the full article: Women's
preaching still justified | Quakers in Britain
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_ Yearly Meeting will take

%“. place between 1 - 4 May at
Friends House, London, and
online. Everyone in the
Quaker community is
welcome to attend,
whether member or
attender. There will be programmes for
children and young people.
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Online preparation sessions take place
between 13 - 17 April. These are to help
prepare our hearts and minds for discernment
at Yearly Meeting. To access any / all of
these sessions, please book online.

Bookings - now open - will close on 27 April.
Click this link to register: Yearly Meeting 2026

register Attendance at Yearly Meeting is
open to all Friends, but registration is
required.

Preparation materials, including the agenda
and background notes, are available here:

YM documents | Quakers in Britain. Even if
you do not plan to attend YM, this material
makes for interesting and relevant reading for
all Friends.

A letter of thanks from BYM

Each year Lewes Meeting makes a financial
contribution to Britain Yearly Meeting, a
practice followed by local meetings through-
out the UK. The money is used by BYM to
carry out the central work of our Society.

The amount varies from year to year. In 2026
Lewes meeting was pleased to be able to
contribute £7,000. This was received by BYM,
and we have been sent the following letter of
thanks [somewhat redacted]:

“On behalf of everyone at Britain Yearly
Meeting and those who we support, | would
like to say a huge thank you for your generous
contribution of £7,000. Your donation will go a
long way to helping us achieve our goals while
working for a more just, equal, peaceful and
sustainable world.

Below, we have highlighted some areas of
Quaker work and some successful stories:

e We supported London Quakers to create
‘Being Quaker’, a 4-week introductory
course for newcomers. The course has
helped welcome more than 40 new
attenders to date, many in their 20s and
30s, and is so popular there’s even a
waiting list.

e We helped to organise an interfaith event
at COP30 highlighting the ethical aspects of
climate action. We were able to provide
attendance badges to members of partner,
activist and faith organisations to help
increase diversity within the climate
movement and amplify the voices of those
most affected by the climate crisis.

e We organised the Quaker Earthcare
Gathering - an in-person residential and
online gathering to explore how to meet the
Earth crisis with hope, strength, and
compassion.

This contribution from Lewes LM makes this and
much more possible.

In Friendship,
Aleksandra Zawadzka,
Fundraising Support Officer, BYM”

More details about the central work of Britain
Yearly Meeting can be found here: Our work
Quakers in Britain

Ukrainian Hearts of
Lewes is a non-profit
organisation
supporting Ukrainians
in the Lewes district.
It helps those
displaced by war and raises funds for
humanitarian relief. The group also enjoys
sharing their heritage with British friends
through community events.

Friends might be interested in an event
planned for Friday, 8 May, at 10 a.m. and 12
noon, when the group will be running small,
hands-on borscht-making workshops. A
maximum of 10 people can attend each
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session, to be held at the Community Kitchen, The garden group reports that the lawnmower
2a Phoenix Works, North Street, Lewes. also needs to be serviced this year.

There is a booking fee, and the workshops are
likely to be popular. So do sign up if you are
interested: www.lewesspeakersfestival.com

Overall, a great deal of time and effort, as
well as money, goes into maintaining the
meeting house garden. It is hoped that Friends
To find out more about Ukrainian Hearts visit can give generously to help make these

their website: ukrainianhearts.org.uk improvements to our beautiful garden.

Quakers in Britain:
monthly online sessions for
newcomers

Facilitated by staff, Friends in small
groups are invited to share reflections
on passages from Quaker faith &
practice. If you are a new attender, or
have been attending for some time but
would like to find out more about the
Quaker way, click here for details and a
chance to sign up: What is the Quaker

Way?
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Local Development Worker Nicola Gibberd . , .
joined a peace vigil with Update from children’s meeting

Lewes Friends in March 2026
Friends on Children and Young People’s

Committee write, “Thank you to everyone
who has signed up to lead or help at
children's meeting so far this year. Friends
who have run sessions have enjoyed getting
to know our children. The sessions don't need
to be sophisticated - a story with a message,
then chatting while playing a game or doing
craft activities works well.”

Good cause for April

The gardening group has chosen the good
cause for April, which is for additional work
needed in the meeting house garden. Plans
include moving and resetting the gravestones,
repair to crumbling walls, and improved
maintenance to that part of the garden. The
group would like to undertake this to honour
the garden as a graveyard, and an important
part of Quaker history.

There are a few gaps in the rota - specifically
26t April, 24t May, 12t and 26" July. Please
sign up if you are able to help run children’s

Further plans include a cut flower bed, for meeting on one or more of these dates. The
flowers used in the meeting house, and rota is located on the noticeboard in the
additional plants for the water butt. If foyer. Or, if you have questions, please email
enough funds are raised, it might be possible CYP committee on cyplewes@gmail.com

to undertake much-needed work in the
twitten, depending on decisions made at
meeting for worship for church affairs.
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The gardening group has chosen the
good cause for April. See details on
Page 5.

e May - Friars Circle
e June - Young Friends

r
1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

i

! Future arrangements are:
1

1

1

1

1

1

i

i e July - Needlemakers Circle
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Car parking at the meeting house

There are car parking spaces available
behind the meeting house. Please give
priority to those with mobility
difficulties. Parking vouchers must be
displayed; these can be found in the
foyer. There are also two disabled
spaces, one near the entrance and one at
the far end. Disabled drivers, please use
these spaces and display a blue badge.

Please note: if you do not display the
appropriate blue badge and / or parking
voucher you run the risk of being
ticketed and fined.

Please send items for the May
newsletter to my email address
below, by 29 April.
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i Photographs of Lewes meeting

; events, the meeting house garden,
! and activities of note by any Friends
i in our meeting, are very welcome.
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Many thanks.

Liz Brooks
realgirltribe@gmail.com

Lewes Meeting Contacts

Clerks: John Ashcroft and >
David Martin at quakerclerkslewes@gmail.com

Pastoral Care and Eldership Team [PaCET]:
Patricia Cockrell, David Hitchin, Sharon Krummel,
Tim Pitt-Payne, Theresa Samms and Emily Slater

Circles for pastoral care and support:
e Friars: Veryan Greenwood and Anna Milner-
Gulland
o Needlemakers: Tessa Brown
o C(liffe: Jo Bakharia and Jane Goyder
e Zoom: David Hitchin

Website: www.lewesquakers.org.uk

Website editor: Drew Fisher at
ajfscorpio@hotmail.com

Newsletter: Liz Brooks at
realgirltribe@gmail.com

Children and young people’s committee:
cyplewes@gmail.com

Safeguarding: Helen Thomas at
helen.thomasé62@btinternet.com

Sussex East Area Meeting holding group:
clerks@sussexeastquakers.org.uk

r
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: Safeguarding: If you have concerns
1 about a child, young person or

: vulnerable adult who might be

I experiencing abuse, neglect or

: exploitation, please contact Helen

: Thomas, our meeting’s Safeguarding
I representative, on 07736 962526 or

: helen.thomas62@ btinternet.com

[
[
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“Real and Imaginary”

Exhibition of
Architectural

Drawings
by Hilary Steel

Quaker Meeting House
Friars Walk, Lewes BN7 2LE

Saturdays April 11th & 18th
10.30-4.30
Refreshments available

Hilary Steel has always had a passion for
technical drawing, with pen and coloured
pencils as well as watercolour which she
enhanced during her architectural train-
ing at Brighton University. Since then, she
has developed her unique form of art,
some of which has been hung in the
Summer Exhibition at the Royal Academy
of Art in London. Her drawings are of
existing buildings (mostly!). Hilary is a
member of a local Quaker Meeting.
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Quaker History Evenings

Maud Robinson:
Quaker author, writer about country life
in the mid-19*" century in the Lewes area

-~ Saddlescomun. émq\

Photo of Saddlescoomb Farm from the road; copyright National Trust

Tuesday April 7t

in the Meeting House at 6.15 p.m.
with Meeting for Worship from 6.15-6.45 p.m. followed by the talk

Tony Tree will speak to us about the life of Maud Robinson (1859 — 1950), a Quaker at
Brighton Meeting, who was educated at a boarding school in Lewes. She was born at
Saddlescoomb Farm, which was managed by her father. The youngest of eight children,
she experienced rural Victorian life amid sheep farming, harvest labour by Irish workers,
and downland wildlife. She is known for her memoir recounting childhood on a South
Downs farm in the 1860s and for short stories drawn from Quaker traditions.

Shared supper at 7.30 p.m. for those who would like

organised by Zoe Endacott
Baked potatoes provided — bring toppings etc to share

Further sessions to be arranged with topics suggested by those attending them.
Next dates in 2026 will be Tuesdays May 19, June 30, Aug 11, Sept 22, Nov 3 and Dec 15.

Further information from John Ashcroft, Sharon Krummel or Chris Lawson
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Ditchling Quaker Meeting House celebrations Saturday 18™ April

The 60 (diamond) anniversary of the purchase of Ditchling Quaker Meeting House is in
April and we invite everyone to come and help us celebrate this on Saturday 18™ April
between 2.00 and 5.00 pm.

There will be free beverages and delicious cakes; a unique exhibition about the building’s
history and the local Quakers who bought it (can you contribute any memories or
photos to this? If so, please contact: ditchlingquakerclerk(@gmail.com.)

Cake cutting at 2.30 pm. Quaker songs to join in, starting 3.00 pm. Activities for younger
children; board games for ages 12+. Quiz: ‘What do you know about Quakers?’, with
answers at 4.30 pm. We look forward to welcoming you at Ditchling Quaker Meeting
House, East Gardens, Ditchling BN6 8ST.

Nearest station is Hassocks, about a mile’s walk away. Please park in village car park
on B2116, Keymer Road, then a short walk towards Ditchling, turn left past the pond,
right up Boddington’s Lane and East Gardens is opposite you, across the main road.

There is disabled access at the Meeting House.

Hllustration by Hilary Steel, exhibiting ‘Real and Imaginary’ Architectural Drawings
at Quaker Meeting House, Friars Walk, Lewes, BN7 2LE, Saturdays April 11" and 18™.
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