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“The Lord of Heaven and earth we found to be
near at hand, and ... his heavenly presence
appeared in our assemblies.... The Kingdom
of Heaven did gather us and catch us all, as in
a net, and his heavenly power drew many
hundreds to land. We came to know a place to
stand in and what to wait in; and the Lord
appeared daily to us, to our astonishment...
And from that day forward, our hearts were
knit unto the Lord and one unto another in
fervent love... We met together in the unity of
the Spirit, and the bond of peace.... and
mightily did the Word of God grow amongst
us....”

From Quaker faith and practice 19.08;
Francis Howgill (1618-1669)

Meetings for Worship

Sundays: weekly, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. In the
meeting room and on Zoom [link available
from clerks]. Tea / coffee available after
meeting.

Wednesdays: weekly, 12:30 - 1:00 p.m. Tea
/ coffee available after meeting. Bring your
own lunch for a shared meal afterward.

Sunday evening: monthly on the second Sunday, 6
- 6:30 p.m. in the meeting room.

Children’s meeting: fortnightly on second and
fourth Sundays of each month, 10:30 a.m. in the
community room.

Young Friends meeting: the young people of
Lewes meeting (aged 11+) meet on the second
Sunday of each month

Dates for your diary

Please note: there will be no meeting for
worship for church affairs (business meeting)
in May.

Every Sunday: Vigil for peace and justice. Weekly
in the precinct (near Fitzroy House), 12.15 p.m.
All are welcome.

1 - 4 May: Yearly Meeting at Friends House,
London, and online. Details here: Yearly Meeting
2026 | Quakers in Britain

6 May: Swarthmore Lecture watch party, 7 p.m.
See Page 3 for details.

10 May: Young Friends meeting at 10:30 a.m. All
young people aged 11+ are welcome to join this
friendly group. For details, please email
cyplewes@gmail.com

10 May: Sussex East Area Meeting at Lewes. All
Friends are welcome and encouraged to attend. To
be held in the afternoon after meeting for worship
and lunch (please bring your own lunch). Agenda
to be circulated in advance. See more details on
Page 5.

10 May: Evening meeting for worship, 6:00 - 6:30
p.m. in the meeting room. All are welcome.

15 May: International Conscientious Objectors
Day - See Page 4 for details.

16 May: Christian Aid event at the meeting
house, 3:30 - 5 p.m. Quiet reflection and prayerful
action on the theme of debt justice, followed by


https://www.quaker.org.uk/ym
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refreshments. All are welcome. See more details
on Page 2.

19 May: Quaker History Evening - All are
welcome. 6:15 p.m. meeting for worship, lecture
at 6:45 p.m. and shared supper at 7:30 p.m. See
full details on Page 8.

20 May: Christ Church ThinkTank, 7:30 p.m.
Lecture by lan Christie -Miller on William Tyndale.
All are welcome, in person or on Zoom. More
details here: ThinkTank - Christ Church Lewes

24 May: “The Gates of Greenham” - 1:30 p.m. -
presentation at Herstmonceux Meeting House. All
are welcome. Details on Page 3.

Looking ahead

7 June: Meeting for worship for church affairs
(business meeting), 12:30 p.m. All Friends are
welcome and encouraged to attend.

13 June: Garden Party in the meeting house
garden. Details to follow.

17 June: Homelink Annual General Meeting, 11
a.m. - 2 p.m. Everyone who supports Homelink is
warmly invited. See details on Page 9.

17 June: Poetry and Music in the community
room, 7 - 9 p.m. All are welcome. Please email
Roger on rogercockrell15@gmail.com for details.

o[Ofbrothers

Good Cause for May

A Band of Brothers [ABOB], chosen by Friars
Circle, is a charity working with men aged 18-
30 who are in the criminal justice system or
at risk of falling into criminality. It started in
Brighton and now has 10 active communities
along the South Coast and elsewhere.

This charity works with and supports young
men who are referred to them by the police

and social services. Often on the receiving end
of, or having witnessed, domestic violence,
abuse or neglect, and / or drug and alcohol
addiction, the young men usually lack positive
male role models.

ABOB provides a mentoring curriculum
including 1-to-1 relationship building with a
trained adult, followed by a rite-of-passage
and group circle meetings that provide long-
term community. The longest of these has
been running for 10 years. The aim is to
transform the lives of participants, reduce the
risk of criminal behaviour, and provide them
with self-respect, a sense of belonging,
meaning, connection and purpose.

ABOB has a 76% success rate in reduction of
offending. Many if not most of the
participants have been supported into further
education, employment and training. This
award-winning charity works toward the
wellbeing of young men at risk, to help them
to contribute positively to society.

Friends can give to this good cause after
meeting for worship on Sunday, or online here:
Make a donation to abandofbrothers

Prayer and action for debt justice

A Christian Aid event will be held at the
meeting house on 16 May, beginning at 3:30
p.m. - open to all. It is hoped Friends can
attend and support this initiative.

Meeting for worship will take place between
3:30 - 4 p.m., after which there will be
discussion, conversation and refreshments.
An invitation has been extended to several
churches in Lewes and the surrounding area.

Christian Aid Week runs from 9 - 16 May and
the theme this year is a campaign for debt
justice. More information can be found
online: Christian Aid Week 2026
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Some Friends from Lewes joined the
Together Alliance march in London on
28th March, a demonstration of anti-racism
gathering thousands together to promote
unity and oppose far-right extremism.

“The Gates of
Greenham” is a
. musical
composition by
- Quaker Tony
Biggins. This year
marks the 40t

4 anniversary of its
commercial
release.

Commissioned by the Leaveners and funded
by the Joseph Rowntree Trust, this work
portrays the women’s peace protest at
Greenham Common, a focal point of the
British peace movement and a global symbol
of the anti-nuclear struggle. At the event on
24 May, Tony will introduce an abridged
version of the recording, after which there
will be discussion, conversation and cake.
Everyone is welcome. This event will take
place at Herstmonceux meeting house.

Please email herstmonceuxquakers@gmail.com
or ring 07899 996192 for more information.

Swarthmore Lecture

The 2026 Swarthmore Lecture will be delivered
by Stuart Masters on 2 May at Yearly Meeting in
London. The lecture, “Tangled roots:
navigating the complex legacy of early
Friends”, will outline aspects of the faith and
practice of early Friends, and show how these
continue to shape Quakers today.

For those who cannot attend Yearly Meeting,
there will be an opportunity to watch the
lecture as a YouTube premiere on 6 May at 7
p.m. Friends are invited to watch and discuss
the lecture via YouTube live comments, as
part of a “watch party” at that time.

Afterward, the lecture will be available to
view on www.woodbrooke.org.uk/swarthmore

Lewes Christian Arts
(formerly Lewes Passion
Play) is busy planning
events for 2026, to include:

e Friday, 19t June - an outing to see the
‘The Life of Christ’ at Wintershall Estate
- details below

e Saturday, 11t July - afternoon tea,
music, games and silent auction,
starting at 2 p.m.; venue TBA

e Saturday, 37 October - a celebration of
the life of St Francis

“The Life of Christ” - 19" June - is an immersive
theatre experience performed by over 100 actors
on the grounds of Wintershall Estate. Watch the
life of Christ movingly recreated in an open-air
production. The event runs from 10 a.m. - 3:30
p.m. so bring a picnic lunch, folding chair or
blanket, and good walking shoes.

You can book a ticket online here: WINTERSHALL
Life of Christ tickets Once you have booked,
please let Christian Arts Network know if you are
able to offer transport, or require transport. The
group will make car-share arrangements for as
many people as possible, but please let them know
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by 12*" June via email to
thelewespassionplay@gmail.com

Details of the July and October events will be
published in this newsletter nearer the time. Or
visit the website at Community Arts Events in
Lewes for more information.

Regional Meeting: help needed

Sussex and Surrey Regional Meeting
includes Quakers across six Area Meetings.
Friends meet a few times each year to
discuss a topic of interest, socialise and
have fun.

We are lucky to have a Regional Meeting.
Not all area meetings have one, and it
provides an opportunity to meet other
Friends outside of our usual Quaker context,
with no pressing business to focus on.

Regional Meeting is urgently seeking Friends
to serve as trustees. Jason Evans, clerk to
trustees, would be happy to speak to you
about this role, so do get in touch if you can
help. Email clerks in the first instance on
quakerclerkslewes@gmail.com, and
messages will be sent on to Jason.
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! In April, Lewes Meeting raised £222
i for planned works in the

: meeting house garden.
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Many thanks for your generosity,
Friends.

Quakers in Britain:
online sessions for newcomers

Facilitated by staff, Friends in small
groups are invited to share reflections
on passages from Quaker faith &
practice. If you are a new attender,
or have been attending for some time
but would like to find out more about
the Quaker way, click here for details
and a chance to sign up: What is the
Quaker Way?

Quakers in Britain
are helping to
organise events
for International
Conscientious
Objectors’ Day.
Friends seek to
address the rise in
calls for a return '
to conscription. The London event will take
place on 15 May at 1 p.m. in Tavistock
Square. There will also be commemorations
in other parts of the UK, including Oxford,
Brighton and Edinburgh. Details will appear
on the Peace Pledge Union website. [click link
for more]. It is hoped that Friends will attend
these events to show support for the brave
men and women, past and present, who have
refused to kill.

Update on pastoral care

From Minute 45/26 of meeting for worship for
church affairs held at Lewes on 19/04/26:

“Circle groups: We heard from Sharon Krummel
that, following a survey of Friends’ experiences
of circle groups, PaCET is developing a new
approach. Alongside existing circles, several
experimental new circles are being set up,
including a discussion group, to be convened
initially by Jonathan Heawood; a Thursday
morning circle to be convened initially by
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Patricia Cockrell; a Friday afternoon circle to
be convened initially by Sharon Krummel;
and a weekend circle to be convened initially
by Veryan Greenwood.... We express our
gratitude to PaCET and Sharon in particular
for their careful consideration of the way
forward.”

If you have questions regarding pastoral care,
remain unattached to a circle and / or have
not received an invitation to one of the new
groups listed above, please speak to a
member of PaCET. The names of Friends
serving on PaCET can be found on Page 7 of
this newsletter.

Nature Recovery

Lewes Climate Hub is hosting events in May to
help everyone find out how to support the
local swift population, protect hedgehogs,
and promote wildflowers to flourish.

Saturday 9 May: Celebrating Swifts. Lewes is
officially a swift-friendly town. 10:30 a.m.: a
“swift parade” from Linklater Pavilion to Lewes
Climate Hub. 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.: joinin for
refreshments at Lewes Climate Hub (32 High
Street, Lewes) and browse the swift exhibition.
1:30 p.m.: a talk by Edward Mayer of Swift
Conservation. [Tickets are £5 plus booking fee via
Eventbrite: Keep the Skies Screaming]

Saturday 16 May: It’s Hedgehog Day! Hedgehogs
are vulnerable to extinction in Great Britain, the
population having declined by up to 75% since
2000. Come discover how to help these
endangered animals. 1:30 p.m.: talk by Trevor
Weeks of East Sussex Wildlife Rescue.

Saturday 23 May: Wildflower Lewes. 11 a.m. - 3
p.m.: come learn about tried and trusted ideas to
make your garden, window box or planter more
nature-friendly.

Saturday 30 May: People’s Park for Nature. 11
a.m. - 3 p.m. The mission of People’s Park for
Nature is “connecting people, sharing land,
restoring the wild”. Come find out about the
reintroduction of lost species to the Lower

Ouse Valley. Drop-in activities for all ages, plus
advice on bringing the wild into your own garden.

More information on the activities and work of
Lewes Climate Hub can be found on their
website here: Lewes Climate Hub

Area Meeting will be held at Lewes on
the afternoon of 10" May. The
hospitality group would appreciate offers
of help in the kitchen. You will not be
expected to serve all afternoon, but, for
example, could help set up and serve tea /
coffee prior to the start or after the rise of
meeting. In addition, Lewes meeting will
provide a variety of cakes alongside tea /
coffee. Would you be able to contribute a
cake? If so, please let the group know in
advance. Speak to Judy or email her on
judy@judithmlee.co.uk, if you can help.

Many thanks, Friends.

Holding in the Light

In May Churches
Together in Lewes
[CTLA] will pray for
the work of Christian
Aid and for St Thomas a Becket Church in Lewes,
that everyone who visits the church might meet
with God's peace and be refreshed.

CTLA gathers each month for a prayer meeting on
Zoom. Their next meeting will be 8 - 9 a.m. on
16'™" May. If you would like to join the meeting,
please ask Liz Lunt for the Zoom link, by emailing
lunt.liz1@gmail.com.
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Art exhibition a success

Hilary Steel is a life-long Quaker who attends
Ditchling Meeting as well as coming to Lewes
meeting from time to time. Over two
Saturdays in April, an exhibition of her
architectural drawings drew about 150 people
to the Meeting House.

Hilary’s pictures fitted well the title of “Real
and Imaginary”. Most were of places in
England and Europe she had seen but some
were fun houses, many built within trees. All
combined her skills as a trained architect for
their accuracy with her eye for colouring and
framing the view.

Many visitors enjoyed talking to Hilary and
bought her cards. Those Friends helping with
stewarding also had several good
conversations about the Meeting House and
Quakers. Visitors appreciated the drinks and
cakes available. Most came in because they
saw the big boards outside advertising the
exhibition.

Hilary was pleased with the outcome. She
kindly presented the Meeting with a picture
she had done of our Meeting House which will
be put on a wall in the Library or Community
Room. The Inreach-Outreach Committee
organised this event and were also pleased
with it as an indirect approach to letting
people know about Quakers.

Chris Lawson

From “Patterns of
Membership, including
the 2025 Tabular
Statement”

Britain Yearly Meeting’s tabular statement
has been published annually for 165 years.
Very interesting information can be found in
the most recent publication:

e There were 10,539 members of Britain
Yearly Meeting at the end of 2025, a
decrease of 225 from the previous year.

e BYM is made up of 430 local meetings,
plus 25 worshipping groups under the care
of a local meeting.

e Sadly, 6 Quaker meetings closed in 2025.

e Although only 23 children are members of
BYM, nearly 1,000 other children regularly
attend Quaker meetings.

More details can be found in the full
statement, including membership statistics
from 1935 - 2025. Click this link for more:
BYM 2026-tabular-statement

©,

WOODBROOKE

Woodbrooke, the Quaker study centre, offers
many online courses each month. These are
open to all. Some are “pay as led” and for
those which are not, bursaries are available for
Friends constrained by financial circumstances.

A full course listing can be found here: Our
Courses - Woodbrooke In the meantime, a
sample is listed below:

o “People need people: radical communing” -
Mondays 11 May - 15" June at 6 p.m.

e “Early Quaker Sufferings: Tithes and the cost
of conscience” - 13 May at 4 p.m.

e “Christ in the stranger and outcast” - 16 May
at 7 p.m.

e “Serving on a Quaker Committee” - 21 May at
12:30 p.m.
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Friars Circle chose the good cause
for May. See details on Page 2.

e June - Young Friends
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i e July - Needlemakers Circle
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Car parking at the meeting house

There are car
parking
spaces
available
behind the
meeting
house. Please
give priority
to those with
mobility difficulties. Parking vouchers
must be displayed; these can be found in
the box file located in the foyer.

There are two disabled spaces, one near
the entrance and one at the far end.
Disabled drivers, please use these spaces
and display a blue badge.

Please note: if you do not display the
appropriate blue badge and / or parking
voucher you run the risk of being
ticketed and fined.

Please send items for the June
newsletter to the email address
listed below by 30 May.

1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
i Photographs of Lewes meeting i
i events, the meeting house garden, :
i and activities of note by local i
i Friends are always welcome. :
i i
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1

Many thanks, Friends.

Liz Brooks
realgirltribe@gmail.com

Lewes Meeting Contacts

Clerks: John Ashcroft and David
Martin at quakerclerkslewes@

gmail.com

Pastoral Care and Eldership Team [PaCET]:
Patricia Cockrell, David Hitchin, Sharon Krummel,
Tim Pitt-Payne, Theresa Samms and Emily Slater

Circles for pastoral care and support:
e Friars: Veryan Greenwood and Anna Milner-
Gulland
¢ Needlemakers: Tessa Brown
o Cliffe: Jo Bakharia and Jane Goyder
e Zoom: David Hitchin

Website: www.lewesquakers.org.uk

Website editor: Drew Fisher at
ajfscorpio@hotmail.com

Newsletter editor: Liz Brooks at
realgirltribe@gmail.com

Children and young people’s committee:
cyplewes@gmail.com

Safeguarding: Helen Thomas at
helen.thomas62@btinternet.com

For general enquiries and room bookings:
quakermeetinghouselewes@gmail.com

Sussex East Area Meeting holding group:
clerks@sussexeastquakers.org.uk

i I
I Safeguarding: If you have 1
[ . [
1 concerns about a child, young I
I person or vulnerable adult who :
I  might be experiencing abuse, [
: neglect or exploitation, please :
: contact Helen Thomas, Lewes :
I meeting’s Safeguarding [
I representative, on 07736 962526 :
I or by email on helen.thomasé62@ I
[ . [
1 btinternet.com I
[ [
[ !
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Quaker History Evenings
“Lewes Meeting 50 Years Ago”

“Facing the front”: the Meeting Room set out for Meeting for Worship in the 1960s

Tuesday, 19" May

in the Meeting House at 6.15 p.m.
with Meeting for Worship from 6.15-6.45 p.m. followed by the talk

Very few of the Friends who worshipped with us in 1976 are still with us, but
they have left memories which are worth sharing.
Our present meeting is the legacy which they left to us.
David Hitchin will speak from his memories and his research.

Shared supper at about 7.30 p.m. for those who would like
organised by Zoe Endacott

Baked potatoes provided — bring toppings etc to share

Further sessions to be arranged with topics suggested by those attending them.
Next dates in 2026 will be Tuesdays June 30, Aug 11, Sept 22, Nov 3 and Dec 15.

Further information from John Ashcroft, Sharon Krummel or Chris Lawson



LEWES DISTRICT CHURCHES

You are warmly invited to:

HOMELINK’S
ANNUAL MEETING

Please join us to hear more
about our work of helping
people into housing

Wednesday
17th June 2026

Welcome/Coffee: 11lam-11.30am
Meeting: 11.30am-12.30pm
Sandwich lunch/Networking:
12.30pm-1.30pm

King’s Church, Brooks Road

Lewes BN7 2BY
T ———




Final report from Meeting for Sufferings to Yearly Meeting

On 7t March 2026, Meeting for Sufferings [MfS] met for the last time. At that meeting, Friends
held an extended period of worship to mark the laying down of Meeting for Sufferings after 350
years of faithful service. Their final minute can be found below.

The work of Meeting for Sufferings will now be taken forward by continuing Yearly Meeting.

It is helpful for everyone, including Friends who cannot attend Yearly Meeting, to keep up to
date with the work and concerns of our Society. Therefore, a few excerpts from the report of
MfS to Yearly Meeting 2026 are printed below, along with a link to the entire report:

“At Meeting for Sufferings, we receive minutes from area meetings detailing the actions
of Friends who have appeared before the courts as a result of taking non-violent direct
action in response to issues and practices that are of deep concern to them. These
names and actions are recorded in the Prison and Court Register. In 2025, they included
protests at the Defence and Security Equipment International arms fair in London, and
Just Stop Oil and Drax - reclaim the power action, and an increasing number of arrests
for supporting Palestine Action .... With the implementation in England and Wales of the
Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act 2022 and the Public Order Act 2023, [we]
received several area meeting minutes about the effect of the new police powers on
Quaker witness and protest. This was discussed in March, and in July staff from Britain
Yearly Meeting’s Faith in Action Team helped us consider the challenges we and others
might face when engaging in direct action, and the need for that action to be a clearly
discerned, spiritually grounded decision..... BYM Trustees have told [us] that they will
continue to publicise the adverse effects of current legislation on Quaker witness and
peaceful protest.”

From the report of MfS to Yearly Meeting 2026; see YM 2026 Agenda and notes
- link here: yearly-meeting-2026-may-agenda-notes; Pages 37 - 43

“We affirmed the importance of our Yearly Meeting commitment to welcome trans and
non-binary people in our meetings, the need to work to make this welcome real, and our
belief that it is essential that protections in the Equality Act are implemented fairly....
Our differences are a blessing, and yet working through them can be challenging.... We
seek to be in a loving community accepting one another and we encourage meetings to
find ways of holding spiritually grounded conversations for learning from our lived
experiences on all aspects of this matter.” - see reference above

“Yearly Meeting 2024 asked [us] to explore the theology and community aspects of
blended meetings, with some Friends physically present in the room and others present
online. We spent time considering this at our October meeting.... In small groups we
explored further, reflecting on: how being in different places might affect our
discernment of the Spirit amongst us; whether in blended meetings we are one
worshipping community or two; and best practices for becoming a gathered blended
meeting. After listening to each other ... many Friends changed their views on blended
meetings. There was no conclusion, but we need to continue speaking about this and
listening to one another.” - see reference above
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“It is 14 years since Yearly Meeting in Canterbury committed Quakers in Britain to
working towards a low-carbon economy. [We] set up the Sustainability Monitoring Group
to follow progress .... The Group is no longer functioning but Quaker work on
sustainability and climate justice continues .... In March, Meeting for Sufferings heard
about some of this work. The task of monitoring [it] was passed to Agenda Planning
Committee .... They were given a list of questions and suggestions for consideration to
help move the work forward into a new phase, including the observation that at least
some of the groups working on sustainability matters need to be linked into our decision-
making structures.” - see reference above

And below, the closing minute [Minute 26/03/17] of MfS held on 6 March 2026 [slightly
redacted]:

“After some 350 years, this is the final session of Meeting for Sufferings. Over the
centuries, the Meeting has evolved, yet we have consistently gathered in worship, to
acknowledge and direct the work and witness of Friends. As a manifestation of the Church,
we are a people called out for service. Our focus must be less on duties and more on
responding faithfully to the promptings of love and truth. Some of our work has been
administrative .... Some has been part of the teaching ministry of the Church, offering
guidance and support. Much has involved the quieter work of healing, nurturing compassion
and community, and seeking to restore the body of Friends when we have hurt one another.

“Meeting for Sufferings has been concerned, above all, with how we might re-weave the
world so that it ... reflects the Gospel Order to which we bear witness. We have sought to
exercise ‘a general care of whatever may arise ... affecting our religious society’ (Quaker
faith & practice 7.01). In doing so, we have tried to hold before us both the condition of
our community and the condition of the world. We live in a time marked by deep
challenge: geopolitical conflict and nuclear risk, an accelerating climate crisis ... and
technological and systemic disruptions that can reshape societies faster than wisdom and
governance can respond. In such times, the call to faithful witness remains urgent.

“The Friends World Plenary Meeting in 2024 ... reminded us that ‘with radical hope, we
trust in our collective ability to recognise, repent, redeem and restore, and to work
together in beautiful and transformative ways’. This captures something of the spirit to
which we have aspired.

“It is easy to compare ourselves with the remarkable achievements of earlier Friends. Yet
those moments were made possible by patient preparation, by relationships carefully
tended, and by the quiet faithfulness of many people over long years. We are not called to
be remarkable, but to be faithful; to lay foundations, to support one another, and to trust
that our service matters. We feel deep gratitude for all who have sustained this Meeting
across the centuries. As this final session closes and its responsibilities return to Yearly
Meeting, we do so in trust: that Friends will continue to discern the leadings of the Spirit,
and that we shall meet again in that shared work and purpose.”

The full set of minutes of MfS held on 06/03/26 can be found here:
MfS minutes 060326
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