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Editorial 

Welcome to the Spring/Summer 2026 edition of Quiet Ways, the magazine/newsletter of 

Sussex East Area Quaker Meeting.  

The subject of change has been at the forefront of many Friends’ minds of late. Change is all 

around us – in the freshness of the air as trees come into leaf and blossom invigorates us with 

its fragrance. It is easy to embrace such changes in the natural world especially at this time of 

year when everything around us is undergoing renewal and growth. 

Change that is man-made or personal is often harder to accept. Many people like things to stay 

the same as they have always been, where they feel safe and secure within its comfortable 

familiarity and certainty. They are reluctant to become involved in any process towards change 

and would prefer to pause the momentum altogether in order to catch their breath. Others are 

energised by the opportunities change presents: moving forward to embrace those changes 

while, at the same time, keeping a ‘weather’ eye upon them by being involved in the process.  

Many changes are happening in the Quaker world at the moment – in our own Area Meeting, 

where we are creating a vision for the future of SEAM; in the work of the South-East Quaker 

Working Group exploring the creation of a single region-wide charity; in Britain Yearly 

Meeting with the laying down of Meeting for Sufferings and the move towards Continuing 

Yearly Meeting, as well as in the new version of Quaker Faith and Practice – provisionally 

titled Our Quaker Way. In all these things, those involved in the vanguard are looking to the 

future – reacting to the demographic changes that are happening across the Quaker worshipping 

community and trying to find a way forward to embrace that inevitable change while at the 

same time maintaining our worshipping community in both a practical and spiritual way. 

Recently, Harvey Gillman shared a quote with Rye LM Friends from the Quaker Message 

website: 

“We are wise when we see beyond certainty to the underlying, all encompassing, ever unfolding Mystery of life. 

Not only does this lighten our ideological burden and open us to each Other and to Change, but it allows us to 

befriend the ultimately unknowable Whole. Once we see through the illusion of certainty, humility is natural, 

humour is natural, and paradox, ambiguity and change become furry friends and teachers on our Journey 

through life. In the midst of wonder, we encounter each situation with the curiosity and sense of adventure 

befitting wise and joyful spirits — and our wisdom expands through the learning we do as we marvel at the nuance 

and vastness we encounter at each bend in the road."                        Tom Atlee, Quaker Activist 

Go well, Friends.           Sally Aviss, Editor, Quiet Ways 

 …The spirit of Christ by which we are guided, is not 

changeable…                             QF&P 24.04                                              
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A huge thank you to everyone who has contributed to this edition of Quiet Ways. Articles for 

the next Quiet Ways (coming out Sept/October 2026) are always welcome – be it something 

light-hearted, deeply personal or of universal significance. Items should be sent to 

editorquietways@sussexeastquakers.org.uk (please note the change of address). 

**DATES FOR YOUR DIARY** SEAM Programme for 2026 

DAY DATE VENUE TIME 
THURSDAY 28th 

APRIL 
Zoom meeting – Continuing the 

Conversation. All Welcome (See below) 

7.00pm 

SUNDAY 10th May Lewes MH MfWfB plus Workshops: Our 

Vision for the Future of SEAM 

1.30–4.30  

 incl. tea 
Sunday 12th July Herstmonceux MH MfWfB 

 
1.30 – 4.30 

incl. tea 

Sunday 13th 

September 

Seaford LM The Little Theatre 

MfWfB + Talk on the Quaker Housing Trust by 

Grace Burgess (TBC)  

 

1.30 – 4.30 

incl. tea 

Sunday 15th 

November 

 

Hastings MH 

MfWfB + Possible talk by Phil Laurie on his 

experience as a  

climate activist (TBC) or  

Discovering the new Book of Quaker Discipline 

– invitation to a Friend from the revision groups 

(TBC) or 

MfWfB only 

1.30 – 4.30 

incl. tea 

SEAM ZOOM Meeting THURSDAY, 28th APRIL at 7.00pm ALL WELCOME to Continue 

the Conversation 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85482486598?pwd=gr9MPJKNVHKw3sqMjHQDiT8LMxac8o.1 

 

Regional Meeting: Sadly, this is in abeyance at the moment. If anyone is interested in becoming a trustee, 

clerk or committee member, please contact Jason Evans, Clerk to Trustees of Surrey and Sussex Regional 

Meeting (SSRM) at quakeyjase@gmail.com 

mailto:editorquietways@sussexeastquakers.org.uk
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85482486598?pwd=gr9MPJKNVHKw3sqMjHQDiT8LMxac8o.1
mailto:quakeyjase@gmail.com
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Sussex East Area Meeting held on 08 March 2026:  

Summary of Workshop Conversations by Patricia Sear 
Introduction 

 

At the Sussex East Area Meeting held on 08 March 2026 at Eastbourne Friends Meeting House, Friends 

gathered for a full day together, beginning with Meeting for Worship. It was good that so many were able 

to join for Worship and to spend time in one another’s company before the business of the day. During this 

time, some Friends took part in a walk to the Peace Gardens on Eastbourne seafront, while others joined an 

interactive music session led by Ruth Whitelaw. 

 

During the Area Meeting itself, Friends were invited to take part in a series of small group conversations as 

part of our continuing discernment about the life of Sussex East Area Meeting and how it may flourish in 

the years ahead. 

 

This work builds on the experience of our January Area Meeting, where many Friends spoke of a renewed 

sense of connection, alongside a desire to reflect more deeply on how we gather, organise ourselves, and 

support one another as a community. 

 

The purpose of the workshop session was to create space for listening — listening to one another’s 

experience of Area Meeting, and to the hopes and priorities that Friends hold for its future. We sought to 

begin not with structures, but with the life of the community itself: what it feels like when Area Meeting is 

at its best, what matters most to Friends, and what might help us move closer to that. 

 

Friends were invited to reflect together across six themes: 

• Community & Belonging 

• Spiritual Depth & Worship 

• Governance & Business Process 

• Support & Participation 

• Accessibility & Inclusion 

• Learning & Wider Links 

 

Each group was asked to consider three questions: 

• If the Area Meeting were flourishing in the next 1–2 years, what would we be experiencing? 

• What is one priority for the next 6–12 months? 

• What is one idea we could try? 

 

In practice, Friends did not confine themselves to a single sentence, a single priority action, or a single idea 

to try. Many groups offered a richer range of reflections, including additional ideas, examples, and specific 

suggestions. These have been included where possible, as they add depth and texture to the picture that is 

emerging. 

 

The material that follows is a summary of what Friends shared in those conversations. It is offered not as 

conclusions but as a contribution to our ongoing discernment, helping us see more clearly the shape of 

what is emerging among us and guiding the next steps in our shared work. 

 

Community & Belonging 
 

One-sentence vision 

A community where friendships are maintained, united by our shared Quaker faith & testimonies, where 

meetings are not dull, and there is a realistic understanding of community. 

 

One priority action 

Social day out, perhaps Lewes + MHS(?), or a visit to Brighton / Blue Idol or Ashdown (or a steam train) 

with car sharing. 
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One idea to try 

• Residential weekend 

• Cross-Area study group 

• Encourage inter-visitation (individual or organised), including the morning worship after MMB 

 

Additional reflections from groups 

• Friends valued meeting people from other Local Meetings and renewing friendships 

• There was a strong sense of belonging to a wider Quaker community beyond the Local Meeting 

• Fellowship, kindness, listening and shared experience were frequently mentioned 

• Friends appreciated being part of something larger than individual meetings 

• There was a desire for more time to build relationships, including informal and social time 

• Interest was expressed in shared events across Local Meetings and better awareness of one 

another’s activities 

• Some Friends suggested gatherings focused primarily on community or worship rather than 

business 

Spiritual Depth & Worship 
One-sentence vision 

We come to AM with the same holistic vision we bring to our Local Meeting for worship, where we are 

present as whole people, not dividing ourselves into ‘spiritual me’ and ‘methodical me’. 

 

One priority action 

Flag up the concrete issues to be decided at AM beforehand and invite Friends to reflect prayerfully on 

these. 

 

One idea to try 

Encourage all Friends attending AM to attend for the whole day, including the morning Meeting for 

Worship. 

 

Additional reflections from groups 

• Silent worship and worship sharing were highly valued 

• Area Meeting was seen as a place where spiritual life can deepen through shared discernment 

• Worship was associated with quiet reflection, nourishment, empathy and faith in action 

• Many Friends expressed a desire for more spiritual nourishment within meetings 

• Suggestions included themed worship, small groups, and opportunities to share spiritual journeys 

• There was interest in placing greater emphasis on the Quaker experience and human stories 

• Some Friends suggested occasional meetings without a formal business agenda 
 

Governance & Business Process 
One-sentence vision 

Every Friend understands and upholds the Quaker business method and supports one another in that 

discipline. All Friends attend the Area Meetings with open hearts and minds prepared to listen for true 

discernment. 

 

One priority action 

To seek a clerking team to take the Area Meeting forward. 

 

One idea to try 

The whole of the Area Meeting (everyone!) to support the new clerking team in taking our vision forward. 

 

Additional reflections from groups 

• Friends valued the Quaker business method, shared discernment and good process 

• Transparency, clarity and good facilitation were appreciated 

• The governance work of trustees and others was recognised as important to the life of the meeting 
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• There was a desire for business meetings to feel more streamlined and less bureaucratic 

• Suggestions included circulating reports in advance rather than reading them in the meeting 

• Friends suggested spending less time drafting minutes during the meeting itself 

• There was a call for faster handling of straightforward decisions while preserving space for deeper 

discernment 

• Questions were raised about whether some matters could be handled outside the Area Meeting in 

session 

Support & Participation 
One-sentence vision 

Area Meeting is a multigenerational community with regular, inclusive social gatherings. 

 

One priority action 

Forming meeting triplets for getting to know people from other meetings and supporting each other — e.g. 

Lewes, Eastbourne & Seaford. 

 

One idea to try 

Weekends away together. 

 

Examples of possible groupings: 

• Rye, Hastings & Bexhill 

• Polegate, Uckfield & Lewes 

• Eastbourne & Seaford 

 

Additional reflections from groups 

• Friends expressed a desire for wider participation in Area Meeting life 

• Some Friends appreciated the meeting even when they did not always feel fully involved 

• There were suggestions for stronger eldership and pastoral support within the Area Meeting 

• Mentoring and accompaniment were suggested for Friends taking on roles 

• There was concern that clerking and nominations responsibilities fall on too small a group 

• Strong support emerged for a team-based approach to clerking 

• Friends spoke about recognising and encouraging gifts beyond formal roles 

 

Accessibility & Inclusion 
One-sentence vision 

Everyone who wants to participate in an Area Meeting is able to and feels welcome. 

 

One priority action 

• Blended access, including via Zoom 

• Information for new attenders 

• Asking what support or adjustments may help Friends participate more fully 

 

One idea to try 

Having a named accessibility & inclusion facilitator appointed by the host Local Meeting. 

 

Additional ideas: 

• Buddy system 

• Welcoming new people 

 

Additional reflections from groups 

• Friends emphasised the importance of inclusion and participation from diverse voices 

• Practical accessibility needs were highlighted, including hearing support (microphones, hearing 

loops) 

• Clear speaking practices and name introductions were recommended 
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• Friends asked for greater awareness of mobility needs, caring responsibilities and travel 

challenges 

• Clear communication in advance of meetings, and non-digital options were requested 

• Accessibility should be considered when planning venues, formats and timing 

• Views on Zoom were mixed; some valued it while others preferred in-person gatherings 

 

Learning & Wider Links 
One-sentence vision 

Strive for better communication inside & out — Area Meeting – Local Meetings – BYM. 

 

One priority action 

To review the draft of Qf&P as a priority. 

 

One idea to try 

• Let meetings present (or exhibit) what they do within their local community 

• Invite SAMAG to share about their work with the Area Meeting 

 

Additional reflections from groups 

• Friends valued opportunities to learn from one another through teaching, speakers and study 

sessions 

• Sharing spiritual journeys and experiences was seen as enriching 

• Learning about Quaker history and wider Quaker work was appreciated 

• Friends expressed interest in study days, workshops and talks at the Area Meeting level 

• There was interest in strengthening links between Local Meetings 

• Friends also mentioned connections with the wider Quaker world 

• Some suggested exploring ways to involve and support younger Friends 

• Ideas included using plainer language and exploring creativity, music and new ways of expressing 

Quaker life 

Drawing on the reflections gathered through these workshop conversations, it has been 

possible to begin to articulate a simple draft vision statement for Sussex East Area Meeting. 

This is offered as a first attempt to express what we may be hearing together about the life 

and direction of the Area Meeting. It is not intended as a finished statement, but as a starting 

point for further discernment. Friends are invited to consider whether this reflects their own 

sense of the meeting, and to help shape and refine it as we continue to listen together for the 

way forward. 

Early Draft - Sussex East Area Meeting Vision Statement 

Sussex East Area Meeting is a welcoming, inclusive, and multigenerational community, 

rooted in our shared Quaker faith and testimonies, where all who wish to participate can do 

so and feel they belong.  

 

Our life together is grounded in worship and shared discernment, as we come as whole 

people and seek to listen deeply to one another and to the Spirit. 

 

We uphold and grow in the Quaker business method, share responsibility for the life of the 

meeting, and support one another in offering our gifts. 

 

We are a community that learns together, strengthens connections across our Local Meetings 

and beyond, and seeks to live a life that is connected, nourishing and alive. 
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Spring Fair & Open House  

Saturday, 9th May, Bexhill Meeting House 2.00 – 5.00 pm 

From Dawn Shailer-Hill (Eastbourne and Bexhill LMs): 

Dear Friends, 

Bexhill Open House is the second open house I have been a part of. 

I first saw the ‘open house’ being put on up on my travels up in Leek, Staffordshire (lovely 

homemade Bakewell tart and history of a 1600’s building ) and what struck me was people 

from the local area popping in and people saying “ I have walked past this place hundreds of 

times & always wanted a look in”. 

It seems such a simple yet effective way to meet and greet people who might be interested in 

Quaker values and a way of showcasing what our hirers do and enjoying our skills and gifts 

among friends. 

My first one in Eastbourne was last November & was art focused, given our wall hanging 

being displayed there and lots of local craftsmanship. 

At Bexhill we outreached with fliers to get local businesses involved. 

We have had lots of interest and local organisations like the MIND charity, Rowena with her 

unique up-cycled bags as new ‘Taylor Made’ where she donates 50% to Parkinson’s a 

County wide charity that her late husband ran in Eastbourne and she has taken on. 

Reusing materials to beautiful effect seems to be my theme too with my bead finds (a hobby 

where I create jewellery items). Bead swaps and charity shops inspire me and I am known 

fondly as the ‘bead lady’ at my local church where we enjoy making prayer beads, bracelets 

and earrings. We did a tribute for the community hall together. 

Sometimes I am just swapping over small links for larger links as my patients’ hands ‘get 

arthritis and they find it hard to get their favourite necklaces on. Especially the modern Jivers 

based at the poppy club. 

I love the sea theme so look out for my unique pieces to Bexhill (a mobile with the local 

Cooden beach shells) - you won’t find in the shop. I am often donating to my church youth, 

scrap stores and SaMM, a national charity close to my heart. 

We have Mary’s bric-á-brac stall with vases and items people have asked her to sell on. 

Others might want to swap plants. 

Helen’s art group meet locally, and I am looking forward to seeing what they have created.  
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We have hirers who do a lot for health and welfare. I am looking forward to meeting hirers 

too. I do the hirings bookings so always good to put names to faces. 

And our Friend Sally with her books – I’m always inspired by the talent we find among 

friends! 

We wanted to outreach at Bexhill and see what came up but just have a fun afternoon spring 

themed 

So, if you want to bring plants to swap and share, please do that (especially if you have 

surplus from your allotments or gardens). But remember to use the pay and display car park 

in de la Warr car park as parking is not available in the street. 

We hope for fair weather and a fun afternoon with refreshments. 

And who knows, maybe we have started a trend, you may want to run a theme at your 

Friends’ house? 

What theme would you go for? 

It is such a wonderful opportunity to outreach as it brings people together in a focal point. 

See you there, 

Dawn 
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Thoughts for your consideration (at a LM Study Day perhaps?) 

In remembrance of Jesus 

by Kenneth Bird (Rye LM) 

 To consider these questions: 

• Why do we have a bible on the table at our meetings for worship? 

• Would it be there if it were not for Jesus of Nazareth? 

• How do we understand Jesus' ministry and how is his legacy meaningful for us today? 

• How do we share our understanding with others? 

• If you were invited to present to a group of sixth formers the essential message of 

Christianity, what would you wish to emphasise and what aspects of received 

teaching would you wish to abandon, downplay or re-interpret? 

•  

• Relationships with the Creator the Unknowable the ‘father figure’ 

• unconditional love 

• The possibility of connection with the deeper self 

• “a right of access” through keeping stillness of mind and body 

• the sense of oneness with all creation, living and inanimate. 

• with other human beings 

•  

• How to live one’s life, sharing acts of kindness, seeking the good, living in the present 

• The Christ within; the story of Jesus, his life and death 

• The teaching of Jesus about these relationships between God and mankind 

• expressed as a covenant, a promise as in the 23rd psalm; expressed as a source of 

empowerment through the presence of the Risen Christ; 

• expressed as a joy, a fulfilment of a spiritual need that we all have; 

• expressed as a call to follow his example, whatever the personal cost. 

• The timelessness of eternity, “before Abraham was, I am” 

Quakers & Notions, Doctrines & Creeds 

 
by Roy Payne (Polegate LM) 

 

We are involved in trying to describe the indescribable. 

I shall be using terminology that is meaningful for me. 

You may need to translate it. 

I make the assumption that all sincere Christian leaders at the time when Quakers arose, were 

concerned with enabling the people to experience the transforming power of God's grace. It 

was their way of enabling it that caused so much conflict 
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For the Church of Rome, the centre and core of this concern was a requirement that ordinary, 

lay people should be present while certain, separated individuals enacted rites and rituals on 

their behalf with the aim of strengthening their awareness of God's presence in their lives and 

relationships. It also involved the faithful believing without question in certain doctrines that 

the church had laid down as essential for what was understood as salvation after death. 

 

For the Protestants, the centre and core of this concern was a requirement that the ordinary, 

lay people be present to hear the Bible expounded and interpreted by someone who had 

devoted himself to its study, so that the people's understanding of what is revealed therein 

will strengthen their awareness of God's presence in their lives and relationships. Again, 

salvation after death required believing in certain doctrines derived, in this case, from the 

teachings of the Bible. 

 

Into this environment came the people who became known as the Quakers, with their 

insistence that the centre and core of this concern was a form of worship that involved 

ordinary people coming together, being still, and seeking to have an immediate sense of 

divine leading, and to know at first hand the presence of the living Christ as a way to 

strengthen an awareness of God's presence in their lives and relationships. 

This form of worship may involve words; certainly involves silence; and is not in our hands. 

But what of the “beliefs” required by the previously mentioned groups as passports to 

salvation? 

Firstly, 

Quakers most definitely did not reject doctrines. What they rejected – and what we should 

continue to reject are what they called notions. 

Notions are doctrines held without experiential confirmation; clung to apart from life. 

What does this mean? Arising from their encounters with the divine, Friends did and do feel 

an understanding of the nature of the relationship twixt God and man; of the nature of the life 

and relationships they are called upon to live out in the world; the place of love, compassion, 

peace and justice in those relationships; the nature of evil and the way of meeting it and 

overcoming it. When such understandings are formulated in words, however inadequate, and 

are shared with others and found to be commonly held, they may be said to become 

doctrines; true for us at this time but not set in stone for ever. 
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Examples – which serve to show why Quakers infuriated the church - 

The Second Coming was a concept accepted by the main faiths, expected and waited for as 

being the culmination of God's plan for humankind, and they lived with need to be ready for 

it when in God's good time it arrived. 

The Quakers took the view that of course they believed in the second coming – because it 

was already happening to them – “Christ had come to teach his people himself”. They lived 

daily with the glorious experience which had transformed their lives. And what is more it was 

available to all – Christian, Jew, Muslim, and those beyond the pale. 

Thus, this was a doctrine, held because experienced! 

And, by the way, it meant that Salvation was not something to have to qualify for after death, 

it was happening now, to those who daily communed with Christ. Salvation was taking place 

in man rather than for man; salvation from the power of sin now, rather than salvation from 

the consequences of sin in eternity; a transforming experience in the soul, rather than a 

means of escape. Puritans claimed that no soul, though redeemed, could be sin-free in this 

life. Friends challenged this as a denial of the operations of the Spirit they felt within. 

 Friends often used the phrase a Windy or an Airy Notion. An example would be the 

doctrine of the virgin birth. What on earth has this got to do with the everyday life of the 

individual with Christ alive in their hearts! 

And all other doctrines which were mere human speculations as to the intentions and mind of 

God, Quakers rejected. 

This all stemmed from the Quaker insight that true Christianity was primarily an experience 

of God and what led from that experience, rather than primarily a set of beliefs about God 

and God's requirements. 

Creeds were even worse. It helps each individual to have a worked out set of beliefs. But 

when such a set of beliefs becomes a requirement, a test, to decide whether the individual is 

one of the blessed or a heretic, then that is totally unacceptable. 

Which brings me to the concept of the 

“Travelling Document.” 

I was introduced to this concept by a wise old Westminster Friend. 

Many years previously she had been influenced, as had Margaret Fell by Fox's: 

Christ saith this, and the apostles say this; but what canst thou say? Art thou a child of 

Light and hast walked in the Light, and what thou speakest is it inwardly from God? 
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Mary had decided that she should write down what she could say, after her experience of 

communing with the promptings of love and truth in her heart. 

She put it away in an envelope. 

After several years she once again wrote down “what she could say”. 

A comparison with what she had written previously was instructive in showing her how her 

further encounters with the Divine had led to changes in her understanding of the “things that 

are eternal”. 

Thus, throughout her life, she had repeated every few years the updating of her “Travelling 

Document” as she had come to call it. 

This became her own personal “Creed”, expressed in language personal to her, and by no 

means set in stone. She invited the rest of us to adopt this practice. 

A number of us did so and in fact, a set of these “Travelling Documents” were printed and 

published anonymously within the meeting. 

I am not specifically promoting it here, but it might find favour amongst some of us. 

Quaker Clerkship 

by Roy Payne 

 

Quaker Clerks are called to sit in a place which can be uncomfortable, for it is at the interface 

between the movings and promptings of the Holy Spirit, “blowing where it listeth”, and the 

need for accurate recording and necessary administration. The characteristics of the flights of 

the Holy Spirit do not always sit easily with those of needful recording and efficient 

administration. 

For it is as if, into the gathered meeting for 

business there comes a beautiful, multi-coloured,  

iridescent butterfly. It flies about the room – 

alighting first on one Friend, then on another, 

brushing against others as it passes. 

And then, after a longer or shorter time, without 

warning, it alights in a patch of sunlight on the 

table in front of the Clerk. The Clerk then, as 

quickly as (s)he is able - for at any moment the 

creature will up and away and the moment lost – 

makes a sketch of the butterfly. As a sketch it may 

perhaps be inadequate, likely to lose some of the colours, even becoming monochrome, but the 

Clerk does his or her best.  

When done (s)he shows the sketch to Friends. There will be some exercise over whether the 

colour is a little too strong or weak here or there, but when all finally agree that, while the 

sketch may not be one that any one of them would have produced, it is an adequate sketch for 

this time. That at the very least it is a sketch of the same butterfly that they experienced, and 

not that of a passing hornet – the sketch is accepted and the meeting moves on. 
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The Gates of Greenham by Tony Biggin 

The Gates of Greenham project was probably the embodiment of living adventurously. In 

1983, Alec Davison and I spent a couple of days at Charney Manor to think about next steps 

now that the Quaker Youth Theatre and the Leaveners (the Quaker Youth Arts Project) were 

established and the performing arts were becoming increasingly visible and acceptable within 

the Society of Friends in Britain. It occurred to us that we should probably accede to growing 

requests to involve adults in our projects and so we decided to explore the idea of creating a 

new choral/orchestral work for Quakers to perform in a prestigious venue such as London’s 

Royal Festival Hall.  

But you can’t really ‘explore’ an idea like that – 

you either book the Festival Hall or you don’t. You 

either launch the project or you don’t – there’s no 

halfway house. So the next day we went along to 

the South Bank, paid a deposit and booked the hall! 

Not a word or note had been written, no singers or 

players had been recruited, not a seat had been 

sold. We formed the Quaker Festival Orchestra 

and Chorus and 2 years later at 7.30pm on Easter 

Monday, April 8th, 1985 a Quaker choir of 200, a 

predominantly Quaker orchestra of 80 and an 

audience of 2500 (mainly) Quakers fell silent as 

the downbeat to The Gates of Greenham was 

given. It was the largest gathering of British 

Quakers in the 20th century (and so far, the 21st). 

Tickets cost £2.00 - £6.00! 

The project gained its own momentum, and an ambitious fund-raising campaign was 

launched to fund a recording of the work. The London Philharmonic Orchestra was engaged 

to accompany the Quaker Festival Orchestra and Chorus and the recording was released 40 

years ago in 1986.  

We chose the subject because we were so moved and inspired by the women’s protest at the 

American Cruise Missile Base at Greenham Common in Berkshire. That protest was still 

taking place as the piece was being written so the libretto changed on an almost daily basis as 

events progressed. The significance and impact of the protest was immense, but I wonder 

how our increasingly authoritarian governments would react to it today. That question will 

form the basis of our discussion following the playing of an abridged version of the 

recording. 
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Who’s Who serving Sussex East Area Quaker Meeting 

Clerking Team (Acting)   Holding Group  

Clerk to Trustees    Patricia Sear (Eastbourne LM)  

Membership Clerk    Peter Bolwell (Hastings LM)  

Treasurer     John Ashcroft (Lewes LM)  

Assistant Treasurer(s)  Alex Francis (Hastings LM) & Tim Reynolds (Bexhill LM)  

Nominations (Acting)   Holding Group, Elders and Pastoral Friends 

Safeguarding Co-ordinator   Patricia Sear (Eastbourne LM)  

Deputy Safeguarding Co-ordinator Paul Atkins (Eastbourne LM) 

Convener of Elders & Pastoral Friends  Theresa Samms (Lewes LM) 

Meeting For Sufferings Rep . (atm)* Peter Aviss (Rye LM)  

Alternate for MfS (atm)*   Mary Elliott (Bexhill LM)  

Prison Chaplain    Julie Sleightholme (Lewes LM)  

QCCIR representative   Jacky Jarvis (Eastbourne LM)  

QPSW correspondent                        Antony Webster (Seaford LM) 

Registrar of Funerals and Cremations     Tessa Brown (Lewes LM)  

Registrar of Marriages                      Tessa Brown (Lewes LM) 

Quaker Life Rep Council Jacky Jarvis (Herstmonceux LM) 

Alternate QLC Rep Peter Aviss (Rye LM) 

Newsletter Editor     Sally Aviss (Rye LM) 

Local Development Worker             Nicola Gibberd (for Kent, Sussex and Surrey) 

*at the moment until CYM reps are appointed 

Trustees: Alex Francis (Hastings LM), Patricia Sear (Eastbourne LM – Clerk), Sonia Relf (Rye LM), Tony 

Biggin (Herstmonceux LM), Ailen Grist, Alan West, Jacky Jarvis (Eastbourne LM), Kathy Gibbs (Lewes LM).  

Local Meeting Clerks: Bexhill: Mary Elliott Eastbourne: Aileen Grist Hastings: Mike Birkett 

Herstmonceux: Tony Biggin  Lewes: John Ashcroft, David Martin (co-clerks)  Polegate: John Hewitt  Rye: 

Sally Aviss  Seaford: Ruth Whitelaw  Uckfield: Theresa Buss, Deirdre Palmer (co-clerks). 
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Barafundle Bay, Pembrokeshire Coast, South Wales                                                                   Photo © Sally Aviss 2025           

 

Summer Sunset over Salcott Creek, West Mersea, Essex                                                                                      Photo © Sally Aviss 2025 


