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“Prayer is marked by a kind of ... waiting in
‘love and truth’: the truth about oneself ... the
love in which we are held when we think of
others more deeply ... the love that at root
holds us to the world. Prayer is not words or
acts, but reaching down to love, offering
ourselves in love; and being held by, being
caught up in love.... This is the point where
secular language fails, for this cannot be
spoken about at all: it can only be known.”

Quaker faith and practice 2:23; Harold
Loukes, 1967

Meetings for Worship

Sundays: weekly, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. In the
meeting room and on Zoom [link available
from clerks]. Tea / coffee available after
meeting.

Wednesdays: weekly, 12:30 - 1:00 p.m. Tea
/ coffee available after meeting. Bring your
own lunch for a shared meal afterward.

Sunday evening: monthly on the second Sunday, 6
- 6:30 p.m. in the meeting room.

Children’s meeting: fortnightly on the second and
fourth Sundays of each month, 10:30 a.m. in the
community room.

Young Friends meeting: the young people of
Lewes meeting (aged 11+) meet monthly on the
second Sunday.

Dates for your diary

Every Sunday: Vigil for peace and justice. Weekly
in the precinct (near Fitzroy House), 12.15 p.m.
All are welcome.

7 June: Meeting for worship for church affairs
(business meeting), 12:30 p.m. All Lewes Friends
are welcome and encouraged to attend.

13 June: Garden Party in the meeting house
garden. 2 -4 p.m. Refreshments, conversation,
games for the children, and music. All are
welcome, and bring your family and friends too.
Details on Page 9.

14 June: Young Friends meet at 10:30 a.m. All
young people aged 11+ are welcome to join this
friendly group. For details, please email
cyplewes@gmail.com

14 June: Evening meeting for worship, 6:00 -
6:30 p.m. in the meeting room. All are welcome.

15 - 21 June: Refugee Week - Lewes Refugee
Support Group (LRSG) has a number of events
planned. On 18 June (7 p.m.) at Lewes Town Hall,
an open event will focus on “The Migrant Art of
Coping.” See Pages 2 - 3 for details.

17 June: Homelink Annual General Meeting, 11
a.m. - 2 p.m. Everyone who supports Homelink is
very welcome. See details on Page 10.

17 June: Poetry and Music in the community
room, 7 - 9 p.m. All are welcome. Please email
rogercockrell15@gmail.com for further details.
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19 June: “The Life of Christ” at Wintershall
Estate. 10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Please purchase your
own ticket and bring lunch and a folding chair or
picnic blanket. Tickets available here:
WINTERSHALL Life of Christ. Details on Page 2.

30 June: Quaker History Evening - All are
welcome. 6:15 p.m. meeting for worship, lecture
at 6:45 p.m., shared supper at 7:30 p.m. More
details available nearer the time.

Looking ahead

5 July: Meeting for worship for church affairs
(business meeting), 12:30 p.m. All Lewes Friends
are welcome and encouraged to attend.

11 July: Lewes Christian Arts Network hosts
afternoon tea, music, games and a silent auction.
2 p.m. start time. All are welcome. See details
on Page 2.

12 July: Sussex East Area Meeting - 1:30 p.m. at
Herstmonceux Meeting House. All Friends are
welcome, and encouraged, to attend. More
details nearer the time.

15 July: Christ Church Thinktank - 7:30 p.m. at
Christ Church and simultaneously on Zoom. A
lecture by Rev Ben Brown on “What is prayer?”.
All are welcome at this free event. Email
secretary@christ-church-lewes.org for Zoom link.

18 July: Continuing Yearly Meeting session in
Manchester and simultaneously on Zoom. All
Friends, both members and attenders, are
welcome. Details on Page 8.

19 July: Choral evensong, hosted by Churches
Together in the Lewes Area at 6 p.m. at St Mary’s
Church, Newick. All are most welcome. See
Pages 3 and 11 for full details.

Lewes Christian Arts [LCA]
is organising lifts for those
attending “The Life of
Christ” at Wintershall
Estate on Friday, 19t
June. Please purchase
your own ticket online
first: WINTERSHALL Life of Christ tickets. Then
let LCA know if you are able to offer transport
or require transport. They will arrange car
shares for as many people as possible, so get in
touch by email if you are interested:
thelewespassionplay@gmail.com

On Saturday, 11t July LCA will host an
afternoon tea with music, games and a silent
auction. They invite all Friends to join them.
The invitation has been extended to a number
of churches in Lewes and the surrounding area,
so the event is likely to be well attended. More
details will be available in notices.

TR

Lewes Refugee
Support Group

If you would like to

see a copy of the

latest LRSG news-

letter, access the website: Lewes Refugee
Support Group - LRSG where an electronic copy
of the newsletter can be found.

Events planned for Refugee Week in June will
focus on the theme of courage. More can be
found here: Simple Acts | Refugee Week.

The event on 18 June at Lewes Town Hall is
an open meeting - everyone is welcome to a
talk on ‘The Migrant Art of Coping’ by Dr Sohail
Jannesari, Research and Teaching Fellow
specialising in migration and mental health. He
will discuss the resilience and coping strategies
of people who migrate for their own safety.

LRSG will host a stall in the precinct on
Saturday, 20 June, 10 a.m. - 12 noon, to
promote Refugee Week. Please stop and say
hello, and find out more about the work of this
LRSG.
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Choral Evensong: combined choir

Would you like to take part in an uplifting
Choral Evensong on Sunday 19t July? If so,
Churches Together in the Lewes Area [CTLA]
would like to hear from you.

Plans are being made for a combined choral
event to be held at St Mary’s Church in
Newick. The photo above was taken at last
year's event in Ringmer.

CTLA invites all singers who would like to
participate to get in touch as soon as possible
by ringing Rosemary Colebourn on 07562
487694. There will be practice sessions on
Friday evenings leading up to the event. See
Page 11 for more details.

Even if you do not plan to join the choir, all
Friends are welcome to attend the service on
19th July at 6 p.m. at St Mary’s Church,
Newick. Refreshments will be provided, and a
retiring collection.

Eco Fair in Lewes

Lewes Repair Café will host
an Eco Fair on 20% June,
10:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. at the
Corn Exchange in Lewes
Town Hall.

There will be workshops, drop-in sessions and
stalls by organisations such as Furniture Now,
Get Bikery, Lewes Men’s Shed, Lewes Climate
Hub, Lewes Community Closet and more. All
activities are free, and there will be
refreshments. Some sessions (such as
“darning skills”) require advance booking, but
all sessions are free. Please do come along.
More details on the website here: Events —
The Repair Cafe

St John

Ambulance

Good Cause for June

St John Ambulance [SJA] is the good cause
for June, chosen by the Young Friends of
Lewes Meeting. SJA is the leading first aid
charity in England; their training programme
has prepared thousands of volunteers to
provide first aid to the public. SJA also
provides first aid and health & safety supplies.

SJA volunteers can be found at many
community events, trained and equipped, with
ambulances on site. Their service to the
community saves lives and eases pressure on
statutory services.

The charity’s training for young people is very
well thought of. One of our young Friends
volunteers for the Ringmer branch.

SJA depends on donations and fundraising to
run its programes. More information can be
found online here: Donate to SJA online.

Please give generously to this very worthy
cause, Friends.

Recent work
undertaken in
the meeting

' house garden
to clear plants
and roots from
the wall and
re-set

{ gravestones,
can be seen in
M this photo. The
%\ gardening

LW group will

" monitor the
area before deciding on a permanent weed
control layer. Friends gave generously to a
recent fundraising effort to enable this work to
be done in our garden. Many thanks, Friends!
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The Friend is calling for new subscribers. In
this weekly magazine Friends speak to each
other and the wider world, offering insight,
inspiration, ideas, news and spiritual nurture.

Are you a subscriber? If so, you might already
be enjoying the new expanded website, with
access to news, features, opinion pieces and
more. If not, would you consider taking up an
annual subscription? In addition to the
weekly magazine, you would also gain access
to a digital archive back to 2009 and a
specialist WW1 archive, containing fascinating
information about conscientious objectors.

There are several subscription options,
including one for those on a low income. You
can choose digital-only, print, or a "bundle”
that includes The Friends Quarterly. The
website has more details here: The Quaker
Magazine | The Friend

Update: Asylum seekers at
Crowborough camp

There are about 350 asylum seekers at the
camp, all of them men. They are sent there
soon after arrival in the UK, if they’ve made
an application for asylum. They remain at the
camp for 90 days and are then dispersed to
other parts of the country until their claim is
processed. They sleep in dormitories of 16,
and are given meals which are apparently
quite good. They generally arrive with only
the clothes they stand in. There’s a ‘NAAFI’
with pool tables and games, where they can
get drinks and snacks.

The impact on Crowborough has been
marked. Ever since the Home Office
announced it planned to place asylum seekers
at the camp (October 2025) there has been a
vociferous “Crowborough says no” campaign.
This includes a weekly march through the

town, organisation of vigilante groups which
stalk the streets, hanging of flags from
lampposts and a campaign of misinformation,
all designed to heighten fear and anxiety.

Fortunately, local people have created SAMAS.
Supporting Arriving Migrants and Asylum Seekers
now over 1,000 members on its Facebook site and
about 200 people who regularly volunteer. SAMAS
meets in secret because far right activists try to
infiltrate and uncover what is being planned, but
this opposition only makes us more determined.

Twice a day volunteers visit the camp to provide
English lessons. Sue and | are involved in this and
enjoy meeting the men. We have found the
majority are from Sudan, alongside others from
Eritrea, Iran and Lebanon. They have great
enthusiasm to learn. Each week we have a theme,
although by the end we’re often off topic! Some
have told us they are doctors or engineers, or have
other useful skills. Of course they are not allowed
to work. Lewes Friends have helped by providing
clothes and shoes which are distributed amongst
the men in the camp.

Asylum seekers are allowed to volunteer, so plans
were made for a few to do so at a local woodland
project. Unfortunately, “Crowborough says no”
found out and held a protest outside the family-run
project, telling people to boycott it as “there were
dangerous people there”. So plans had to be
dropped.

The march through Crowborough continues every
Sunday, with racist chants and flag waving. A few
weeks ago one brave man stood along the route
with a placard saying “Love thy neighbour”. He was
met with jeers and taunts, but has continued to
stand every week. This has now grown into a silent
vigil of about 80 people. Attending does mean we
can’t be at Meeting for Worship, but | feel this is
faith in action and is what I’m called to do.

Can you help? Clothes and shoes are still needed,
as new men arrive every 90 days. Financial
donations can be made to SAMAS. We welcome
supporters at the vigil (just ask us for details). Sue
and | also appreciate personal support. We have
been deeply tested, having received a small taste
of the opposition that asylum seekers face.

David Martin
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WOODBROOKE

Woodbrooke, the Quaker learning centre,
offers a number of online courses each
month. These are open to all. Some are
“pay as led” and for those that are not,
bursaries are available for Friends on a low
income. A sample of June courses can be
found below:

o “Artificial Intelligence: angel or
armageddon?” - Tuesday evenings 2 - 30
June, at 7 p.m.

e “Wrestling with the Bible: Genesis 22:1-
19” - 7 June at 3 p.m.

o “Rewilding Quakerism, Rewilding
Ourselves” - Tuesday evenings, 9 June -
14 July at 7 p.m.

e “Holding in the Light: what does it
mean?” - 24 June at 7 p.m.

The full course listing can be found here: Our
Courses - Woodbrooke

Holding in the Light

In June Churches Together in Lewes [CTLA]
will pray for the leaders and congregation of
Eastgate Baptist Church, in particular for
wisdom and vision for future expansion, and
courage and grace in preaching, pastoring and
prayer.

CTLA gathers each month for a prayer
meeting on Zoom. The next meeting will be
on 20 June at 8 a.m. If you would like to
join this meeting you would be very welcome.
Please email Liz Lunt for the Zoom link, on
lunt.liz1@gmail.com.

Yearly Meeting May 2026:
a personal response

| attended Yearly Meeting
both in person and on-line. In
person in Friends House can be overwhelming
with hundreds of friends queuing for food, and
progress through the narrow corridors slow as
people browse the approximately 30 stalls
staffed by representatives of Quaker groups;
but it can also be exciting to meet friends old
and new, and inspiring to witness the spirit-led
discernment process.

Yearly Meeting May 2026 was a “momentous
occasion” as it marked the formal laying down
of Meeting for Sufferings after 350 years of
service. This necessitated the transference of
its governing functions to Britain Yearly
Meeting. Yearly Meeting will adapt to its
enhanced role in many ways including holding
more frequent gatherings in a variety of cities.
The final session of the current Yearly Meeting
format will be held in Manchester on 18 July.

The successor body for Meeting for Sufferings,
the Continuing Yearly Meeting, will gather four
times a year (one longer and three shorter)
with an occasional residential gathering.
Aiming to be flexible, agile and responsive, it
will include representatives from all area
meetings. As now, there will be an epistle and
annual lecture. Its business will be determined
by a hew Agenda Planning Committee. Local
and Area Meetings will, after deep
discernment, be able to communicate directly
with the Agenda Planning Committee. Children
will be central to the new Yearly Meeting.

Clerks from the team revising our book of
discipline reported that after seven years’
work, the new draft of Our Quaker Way
(working title) is one day ahead of schedule
and will be launched for our discernment at
the next session of Yearly Meeting on 21
November 2026 in Friends House. We will be
encouraged to engage in the ongoing process
of letting go of our existing book as we read,
reflect and respond to the changes and
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developments in Our Quaker Way leading up
to its planned acceptance at Yearly Meeting
in Hull, 24-28 July 2027.

The early session on god, spirit and light was
wide-ranging but did at times feel like
counting angels dancing on a pin head. The
most powerful session for me looked at
personal conflict. The clerks allowed it a
generous amount of time with the focus being
on the ministry not the minute.

| value going to YM because it gives the big
picture and | enjoy connecting with friends from
all over the world. | find the fluid management of
the clerks at table, and the sensitive reflections
from friends, a deeply inspiring process. Obviously
there are boring parts such as necessary changes
to legal and governance documents but they can
illustrate the democratic nature of Yearly Meeting
which listens and responds to all friends. There
were valuable opportunities to ask questions.

The epistle, minutes, documents, prepared
ministry and Swarthmore and Salter lectures
can all be found on the Britain Yearly Meeting
website: Yearly Meeting documents 2026.

If you have never been to Yearly Meeting,
give it a try and experience a new way of
belonging. We are all invited to participate in
an exciting process of change.

Jenny Wistreich

“Let us hold spaces which are safe
not just for the still small voice, but
also for the wind, the storms, the
power that makes us uncomfortable
and which stirs us to action. Do we
still have the power to turn the
world upside-down? Let it be so!”

From the Epistle of Britain Yearly
Meeting, May 2026; full epistle
here: BYM Epistle 2026

Sussex East Area Meeting Report

Sussex East Area Meeting (SEAM) met on 10t
May at Lewes Meeting House. This was a well-
attended gathering of about 35 Friends. We
were joined by Local Development Worker
Nichola Gibberd, who stayed with us for the
whole meeting. | understand her role is to help
with any need to sort out problems which
might be helped by having a more detached
viewpoint. There was a wide range of subjects
on the agenda, including attendance at the
meeting of children and young people in
Manchester this July. Sadly, two deaths were
reported: John Lynes and Geoff Spalding. For
details about decisions please refer to the
minutes.

Caroline Pybus
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i “All our different ways of

1 . ..

i connecting to the Divine are

i important and in-complete; God is
i impossible to define or contain. We
i can each experience a connection

i with spirit, and when we are able to
E share our experience with each

: other and the world, we are more

i complete as a community.”

i
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From Minute 18 of Yearly Meeting held 1
— 4 May 2026; see full minutes online
here: YM-2026 MINUTES

Friends, please note Homelink will hold its
annual plant sale on 6 and 7 June, from 11 a.m. —
5 p.m. at Castle Lodge, Castle Gate, Lewes (BN7
1YS), and also provide refreshments in the
garden for all visitors. Everyone is welcome to
come along and support this fundraising effort.
All proceeds will go to Lewes District Churches
Homelink.
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Young Friends chose the good cause
for June. See details on Page 4.

Future arrangements are:

e July - Needlemakers Circle

e August - Clerking team

e September - In-reach / Outreach
Committee

Car parking at the meeting house

There are car parking spaces available
behind the meeting house. Please give
priority to those with mobility difficulties.

Parking vouchers must be displayed; these
can be found in the box file in the foyer.

There are two disabled spaces, one near
the entrance and one at the far end.
Disabled drivers, please use these spaces
and display a blue badge.

Please note: if you do not display the
appropriate blue badge and / or parking
voucher you run the risk of being ticketed
and fined.

Please send items for the July
newsletter to me by email by 29t
June. Photographs are particularly
welcome. Many thanks, Friends.

Liz Brooks
realgirltribe@gmail.com

Lewes Meeting Contacts

Clerks: John Ashcroft, Liz Brooks
and David Martin at quakerclerkslewes@ gmail.com

Pastoral Care and Eldership Team [PaCET]:
Patricia Cockrell, David Hitchin, Sharon Krummel,
Tim Pitt-Payne, Theresa Samms and Emily Slater

Circles for pastoral care and support:
e Friars: Veryan Greenwood and Anna Milner-
Gulland
e Needlemakers: Tessa Brown
o C(liffe: Jo Bakharia and Jane Goyder
e Zoom: David Hitchin

Website: www.lewesquakers.org.uk

Website editor: Drew Fisher at
ajfscorpio@hotmail.com

Newsletter editor: Liz Brooks at
realgirltribe@gmail.com

Children and young people’s committee:
cyplewes@gmail.com

Safeguarding: Helen Thomas at
helen.thomas62@btinternet.com

For general enquiries and to hire rooms at the
meeting house: quakermeetinghouselewes@

gmail.com

Sussex East Area Meeting holding group:
clerks@sussexeastquakers.org.uk

r
: Safeguarding: If you have

: concerns about a child, young

I person or vulnerable adult who

: might be experiencing abuse,

: neglect or exploitation, please

1 contact Helen Thomas, Lewes

I meeting’s Safeguarding

I representative, on 07736 962526
: or by email to helen.thomas62@
: btinternet.com

[
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This photo of a Quaker peace rally on Seaford beach in 2010 shows some Friends who are no longer
with us: Joyce Bowley, Ralph Taylor, Bob Booth, Jean Stephens. We remember them with love.
However, some of us are still around! Danny in his pushchair (bottom left) enjoyed his first peace
demonstration, including the colourful banners that Friends still use today.

Photo courtesy of Jenny Wistreich

Continuing Yearly Meeting

BYM has now started the new pattern of Yearly Meeting sessions, which means that following
the May session we will also meet in July and November 2026. In 2027 we will meet in
February, May, July and November. From now on, one session each year will be held outside
London. You can also attend online. Agenda Planning Committee is finalising the agenda for
18 July in Manchester. We expect to spend time together on:

e new forms of membership - can we find a pathway to membership for Quakers whose primary
community is online or non-geographic?

e introduction to reparations - what might this mean for Quakers in Britain?
e a meeting for worship to hold in the Light those suffering for their faith

Agenda and papers for the 18 July session will be available from 3 July on the website here: Yearly
Meeting 2026

Yearly Meeting is open to all Friends in Britain, both members and attenders. You can book to attend
by clicking here: Book July 2026 Yearly Meeting session

Find out more about the changes to Yearly Meeting at Woodbrooke sessions to be held on 23 June, 29
June, and 1 July. Click this link to book on to a session: Britain Yearly Meeting: What’s Changing and
Why - Woodbrooke
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Saturday 13 :Iune 4“& -z”

2.00pm - 4?‘00.pm

Local jazz singer Stella
Homewood and her
guitarist Paul Richards

‘\.
-
N will be performing songs
T All Welcome
Activities for children

Refreshments available
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LEWES DISTRICT CHURCHES

You are warmly invited to:

HOMELINK’S
ANNUAL MEETING

Please join us to hear more
about our work of helping
people into housing

Wednesday
17th June 2026

Welcome/Coffee: 1lam-11.30am
Meeting: 11.30am-12.30pm
Sandwich lunch/Networking:
12.30pm-1.30pm

King’s Church, Brooks Road

Lewes BN7 2BY
=
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East Sussex Parishes

CHORAL
EVENSONG

St Mary’s Church NEWICK
SUNDAY JULY 19 6.00
All are welcome to this
service with combined choirs

from across local parishes
(details jsfv@hotmail.co.uk)

We shall sing Walmisley’s Magnificat and
Nunc Dimittis in Dm, Wood’s O thou the

Central Orb, Introit, Psalm and Reponses.

If you would like to take part please contact your choir leader
or vicar, and email jsfv@hotmail.co.uk by July 1st. You can
also join Friday rehearsals at St Mary's RINGMER from 7.00 or
St Mary’s Newick from 6.00 on the preceeding 3 weeks . ALL
singers invited to full run through on Sunday July 19t from
3.00pm at 5t Mary’s, Church Rd, Newick, BN8 4]Z, with
refreshments provided. (Car parking at the church).
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