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“We recognise a variety of ministries.
These include those who speak under the
guidance of the Spirit, and those who
receive and uphold the work of the Spirit
in silence and prayer. We also recognise
as ministry service on our committees,
hospitality and childcare, the care of
finance and premises, and many other
tasks. We value those whose ministry is
... teaching, counselling, listening, prayer,
enabling the service of others, or other
service in the meeting .... The purpose of
all our ministry is to lead us and other[s]
into closer communion with God and to
enable us to carry out those tasks which
the Spirit lays upon us.”

- Quaker faith & practice 10.02; London Yearly
Meeting, 1986

Meetings for Worship

Sundays: weekly, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. In the
meeting room and on Zoom [link available
from clerks]. Tea / coffee available after
meeting.

Wednesdays: weekly, 12:30 - 1:00 p.m. Tea
/ coffee available after meeting. Bring your
own lunch for the community meal afterward.

Sunday evening: monthly on the second
Sunday, 6 - 6:30 p.m. in the meeting room.

Children’s meeting: fortnightly on second and
fourth Sundays of each month, 10:30 a.m. in
the community room.

Young Friends meeting: the young people of
Lewes meeting (aged 11+) meet monthly on
the second Sunday.

Dates for your diary

There will be no meeting for worship for
church affairs (business meeting) in August.

Sundays: Vigil for peace and justice. Weekly
in the precinct, after meeting for worship. All
are welcome. Details on Page 2.

9 August: Young Friends meet at 10:30 a.m.
All young people aged 11+ are welcome to join
this friendly group. For more details, please
email cyplewes@gmail.com

9 August: Evening meeting for worship, 6:00
- 6:30 p.m. in the meeting room. All are
welcome.

11 August: Quaker History Evening - 6:15
meeting for worship; 6:45 p.m. lecture on
“Change and continuity amongst Quakers since
the 1940s”; 7:30 p.m. jacket potato supper.
All are invited. See details on Page 9.

12 August: Global Quaker Worship online,
part of Friends World Committee for
Consultation, Europe and Middle East Section,
all-age gathering, 1 p.m. All are welcome.
Details on Page 2.

19 August: Poetry and Music Evening in the
community room, 7 p.m. All are welcome.
Email rogercockrell15@gmail.com for details.
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Looking ahead

6 September: Meeting for worship for
church affairs (business meeting) - 12:30
p.m. in the meeting room. All Lewes Friends,
both members and attenders, are welcome
and encouraged to attend.

5 - 6 September: Artwave: Chapter House
Artists display their work in the meeting
house foyer. Details here: Artwave-2026-V2

12 September: Heritage Open Day at the
meeting house. More details nearer the time.

11 - 12 September: Artwave: HMP Lewes
prisoners’ art group display work in the
meeting house foyer. More details here:
Artwave-2026-V2

13 September: Sussex East Area Meeting in
session, venue to be announced, 1:30 p.m.
All Friends are welcome to attend. More
details nearer the time.

16 September: Christ Church ThinkTank:
Lecture by Stewart Dew on “The Communica-
tion Revolution: How should the church
respond?” - 7:30 p.m. at Christ Church and on
Zoom. Free event. All are invited. Email
secretary@ christ-church-lewes.org for Zoom link.

18 - 19 September: Artwave final weekend:
HMP Lewes prisoners’ art group display work
in the meeting house foyer. As above.

22 September: Quaker History Evening and
jacket potato supper. Details to be confirmed
nearer the time.

In July Lewes Meeting
raised £290.70 for
Ringmer Memory Café.

Many thanks for your generosity,
Friends.

W Friends World Committee

for Consultation
EUROPE & MIDDLE EAST SECTION

Join Friends for a global meeting for
worship on 12 August at 1 p.m. The Europe
and Middle East Section [EMES] of Friends
World Committee for Consultation [FWC(]
will host online worship, open to all, on 12
August as part of their All-Age Gathering.

This online meeting for worship will be semi-
programmed, with an opportunity to meet
other Quakers from across the world in small
groups afterwards. The theme of the
gathering is “The River of Life” and Friends
are likely to reflect on this during worship.

All are welcome and there is no charge to
attend. However, you do need to register in
advance. Find details and a chance to register
on the website here.

The weekly vigil for peace and
justice continues each Sunday after
meeting for worship. Friends go to the
precinct (outside Fitzroy House) for
public witness, aiming to start at 12:15
for about 30 minutes. Although largely
silent, some passers-by want to know
what we are doing and why, so we
explain this. Do please join us;
children are welcome too.

Good news shared

Our Friend Val Coumont writes, “Manal, the
delightful Somali refugee who lived with me
in London for six months, has been re-united
with her five children and the council has
provided them with a flat in Croydon.
Amazingly, all of them, including the 4-year-
old, already speak some English.” Thank you
for sharing this good news story, Friend.
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E “For epilogue on the first evening, an E
i Estonian Friend read a poem by i
i Merle Veesalu Rand that begins, :
i 'Nobody knows how many prayers '
i have been said for them’. These i
1 . 1
i words speak to the fragile moment i
i we are in and remind us of the ;
! spiritual bonds between us, even :
i when we are far apart.” i
i i
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- From the Epistle of FWCC Europe and
Middle East Section Annual Meeting held
28 — 30 May 2026; for full epistle, click
here: EMES Annual Meeting 2026 Epistle

Our Quaker Way:
work in progress

About once in a
generation, the book
of discipline of our
Religious Society is
revised. The Book of
Discipline Revision
Committee [BDRC] will bring to Yearly
Meeting a new publication [provisional title
Our Quaker Way: spiritual discipline of the
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in
Britain] to replace Quaker faith & practice.

The BDRC met in June to look at how a draft
can be shared with all Friends. Discernment
on the draft text will take place at Yearly
Meeting in July 2027. Find out more online
here: BDRC June 2026 | Quakers in Britain

Good Cause for August

The clerking team has chosen Aspens as the
good cause for August. Aspens is a charity
providing care and support to people on the
autism spectrum and those with other
learning disabilities, helping to meet their
needs and aspirations, and empowering them
to lead full lives.

The charity provides support and care to
children, families and adults across Kent, East
and West Sussex, Brighton and Hove, and
Surrey. Services include registered care
homes, supported living, community outreach,
day opportunities, children and young people’s
groups, and specialist family support.

Aspens does

really important

work, often / aspens
picking up

where statutory

services leave off. It supports some of the
most vulherable people in our society, and
plays an important role in helping families and
individuals to access services. Aspens believes
every individual on the autism spectrum, and
everyone with a learning disability, can thrive
as part of their community if given the right
support.

Please give generously to this worthy cause,
Friends. You can donate on Sundays after
meeting for worship, or online here: Donate

to Aspens.

Serena Smith of Lewes
Christian Arts writes,
“Thank you everyone
who braved the heat
and came to support our
silent auction and tea
on Saturday, 11 July. Many thanks to
everyone who donated items, to our
wonderful cake-makers, to the artists for
printing materials, and everyone else. It
could not have been done without you. We
raised in the region of £600.” This successful
event was held in the meeting house garden,
and Friends were pleased to be able to
support the arts network.

Lewes Christian Arts is already preparing for
their production of “The Life of St Francis of
Assisi” to be held at St Anne’s Church in
October. Friends are encouraged to get
involved in the planning for this event, as
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help is needed. See details on Page 10. If
you can get involved, please email
thelewespassionplay@gmail.com with your
name and contact details. The arts network
will be pleased to hear from you.

Yearly Meeting:
future dates

= E Yearly Meeting sessions are
% held both in person and

P75 online, and every Friend
(member or attender) is welcome to attend.
The dates below will be useful for those who
like to plan ahead:

21 November 2026 (Friends House, London)
20 February 2027 (Friends House)

1 May 2027 (Friends House)

24 - 28 July 2027 (outside London,
residential)

e 20 November 2027 (Friends House)

More details can be found via the website link
below. Please register in advance if you plan
to attend: Yearly Meeting 2026 | Quakers in
Britain

Update: Crowborough Asylum Seekers

Thank you to everyone who has supported and
contributed to the project in Crowborough to
support asylum seekers housed at the army
camp there. As we’ve adopted this as a
concern at Lewes Meeting, | thought an
update might be welcomed.

On the plus side, Sue and | are enjoying our
regular visits to the camp to teach English.
The men come from a range of countries and
backgrounds, and while some have some basic
English others have very little. | was
interested to discover that English is widely
taught in Sudan and was the main language
for higher education before the current
conflict disrupted life so extensively.

In addition to the teaching of English and
other activities, SAMAS [Supporting Migrants

and Asylum Seekers in East Sussex] provides
clothes and shoes. Often when the men arrive
they have only the clothes they are wearing so
this is an important service. The men only stay
at Crowborough for 90 days, before they get
moved on and new men arrive, so there’s an
ongoing need for clothes and shoes.

We are trying to keep in touch with the men
after they get moved on. | reproduce here a
message we’ve had from one such man:

Dear Mr Nd,

Thank you for this message with help. | would
like you to please thank all the people who
come to us in camp. They are kind and made
us friends, they do not have to make us
friends but they do. We learn from you thank
you. We can never repay you kind but we
never forget. You friends make us feel like
ther friends, you stop from sad. | thank you
people much. | want to help people like you
do, please send how | do this. Thank always
from my heart of love. | pray for all people
SAMAS to be helping and live long.

A lada (ol § <5,

David Martin

Friends can find out
more about SAMAS here:
\.‘ SAMAS East Sussex

And / or donate directly
online: Fundraiser:
SAMAS

Save the date

1
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i A Quaker silent walking vigil for i
i peace will be held in London on 19 :
i September. More details will appear i
i in the September newsletter. In the ;
! meantime, Friends might like to have a :
i look at the website here: National i
i Silent Walking Vigil for Peace | ;
i Quakers in Britain i
1 1
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WOODBROOKE

Woodbrooke, the Quaker learning centre,
offers many online courses each month.
Some are “pay as led” and for those which
are not, bursaries are available for Friends on
a low income. A sample of upcoming courses
can be found below:

e “Listening through the wisdom of the body” -
Embodied spirituality and contemplative
prayer. 13 August, 7 p.m. Pay as led.

e “Life Reflections” - Time for self-discovery
and discovery of possible future directions.
23 August, 2 p.m. Pay as led.

o “Hope as a practice” - Tuesdays at 6 p.m. 1 -
22 September. Developing a practice of
active hope, to overcome feelings of
helplessness in turbulent times. £60 fee,
though bursaries are available.

The full course listing is available here: Our
Courses - Woodbrooke See also Page 7 for
details of an upcoming “Equipping for
Ministry” course.

Food bank collections:
can you help?

The coalition of Lewes food banks continues
to keep food poverty in the public eye. It
shouldn't be necessary but while it is, people
need to be fed. At least three times a year
(Christmas, Easter and summer) volunteers
from across Lewes - faith groups, sports
clubs, arts and music groups, political parties,
Bonfire societies and many other groups and
individuals - gather at supermarkets in Lewes
to encourage food donations. Donated food is
then distributed amongst Lewes food

banks: Fitzjohns, Landport, Malling, and the
Lewes Community Fridge.

This huge effort not only boosts food bank
supplies but is a timely reminder that food
banks still need year-round support.

On Saturday,
18t July, five
Friends from
Lewes
Meeting took
their turn for
the allotted
hour outside
Tesco and
contributed
to the nearly
8,000 items
collected on
that day.

A Friend i
writes, “It is EEEE TS
a pleasure to be part of the food bank
collection, and heartening to see the
generosity of shoppers and to meet volunteers
from other faith groups and voluntary
organisations. While it is unfortunately
necessary for food banks to exist, | feel that
this is a small way to help those most in
need.”

If anyone would like to join the group of
Friends willing to help during collections,
please email me on janegoyder@msn.com.
Keep in mind that for any one collection, only
3 volunteers are needed. Many thanks,
Friends.

Jane Goyder

Friends enjoy coffee and conversation
after meeting for worship
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Thought for the Week

Our Friend John Ashcroft has published an
article in The Friend on the influence of Rufus
Jones. In the magazine’s “Thought for the
week” John writes, “Jones’s influence on
British Quakerism is profound - arguably as
much as that of George Fox.”

John delivered a lecture on Rufus Jones at a
Quaker History Evening in Lewes earlier this
year. “In essence,” he wrties, “Rufus sought
to answer three questions: How are human
beings related to God? Can experience ... shed
light on this relationship? What are the
implications of this relationship if it exists?”

You can read the full article on the website
here: Thought for the week | The Friend , or
in print [The Friend , published 24 July], a
copy of which can be found in the meeting
house foyer.

Ecumenicism in Lewes

Quakers are part of Churches Together in the
Lewes Area. From the late 1960s, local
Christian denominations have tried to come
together as far as possible. In those days it
meant meeting for worship together in one
another’s church buildings, usually on a
Sunday evening about four times a year. This
practice involved visiting some country
churches which were also in membership.

| don't remember when Lewes Friends joined
this group but there was definitely a
connection by the early 1990s when one of
our members became the chairman.

Quakerism derived originally from Christianity
and the Religious Society of Friends is a
member of the World Council of Churches. So
as | understand it, it follows that we can
maintain a positive friendship with our
Christian neighbours in this way.

In recent years CTLA has organised two annual
events in the town: Christmas Day Lunch for
people on their own and some elderly couples.
Local Friends take part in various aspects of
this event, such as offering transport to and
from the venue. There is also the Walk of
Witness on Good Friday which is not so well
supported by us, but is nonetheless a moving
experience with strong enough people carrying
a heavy wooden cross from St Pancras Church
to the Mount just off Mountfield Road.

Caroline Pybus

New arrangements, new opportunities

Minte 64/26 of meeting for worship for church
affairs held on 5 July reads as follows: “Setting
up the Meeting House on Sunday mornings: The
system of asking circles to set up the meeting
house before meeting for worship has become
hit or miss, with the result that a handful of
Friends have been bearing an inappropriately
heavy load or have decided to step back ....
Further to discernment, we agree that paper
rotas be improved or created ... and encourage
Friends to add their names where they can ....
We ask that a task and finish group ... set up
the enhanced rotas, check that ... instructions
are readily available for tasks, and report back
to our September meeting.”

The task and finish group is hard at work
preparing for new arrangements in September.
A single A3 rota will be on display in the
meeting house foyer, and Friends will be
encouraged to sign up for service on Sundays.
Tasks will include arranging furniture, serving
tea and coffee, welcoming Friends on arrival,
giving notices after meeting for worship, and
more.

From mid-August more information will be
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available during notices, and the task and
finish group will report back to MfWfCA
(business meeting) on 6 September.

The group hopes Friends will welcome this
opportunity to refresh our Sunday
arrangements. No one will be asked to
undertake a task that is not suitable for
them, or for which they are not prepared.
However, we do hope Friends who have not
contributed before, will now feel able to do
so. There will be opportunities to get to
know other Friends better and to contribute
more fully to the life of our community.

Liz Brooks
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Applications are now open for Equipping for
Ministry (EfM), a course due to begin in
December. This two-year learning journey,
available from Woodbrooke, the Quaker study
centre, offers Friends a chance to deepen
their understanding of Quakerism and explore
how ministry can be lived out in community
and the wider world.

Do you feel called to find out how to live a
more Spirit-led life? If so, this course might
be for you.

The EfM programme has been refreshed and
renewed. It brings together online and
residential opportunities, an experienced
team of tutors, and a supportive learning
community. Participants will be linked to a
personal tutor to help nurture spiritual
growth and discernment.

Friends on the course will:

o Immerse themselves in rich learning
within a connected community

o Engage with discussions and resources

o Deepen their understanding of Quaker
history and tradition, and personal
spiritual development

o Strengthen community engagement and
care for the world

Participants may focus on ministry in the wider
world, exploring how Quaker faith can be
carried into everyday life and how to work
with others for peace, justice, and hope; or
they may focus on ministry within Quaker
communities, nurturing spiritual depth,
pastoral care, and the life of the meeting.

More information is available online: Equipping
for Ministry - Woodbrooke Please note
applications close on 1t September.

Fees are required for this course. However,
bursaries are available from Woodbrooke and
also from Sussex East Area Meeting. You can
find out more by visiting the website above.

If you feel called to engage with the Equipping
for Ministry course, and require bursary
assistance to do so, please speak to a member
of PaCET in the first instance.

1
Safeguarding: If you have concerns :
about a child, young person or ;
vulnerable adult who might be !
experiencing abuse, neglect or i
exploitation, please contact Helen ;
Thomas, Lewes meeting’s i
Safeguarding representative, on :
07736 962526 or by email to :
helen.thomas62@ btinternet.com i

1

1
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The clerking team chose the good
cause for August. Details on Page 3.

Upcoming arrangements are:

e September - In-reach / Outreach
Committee

o October - the Wednesday meeting

¢ November - Cliffe Circle

U e ———

Car parking at the meeting house

There are car parking spaces available
behind the meeting house. Please give
priority to those with mobility difficulties.

Parking vouchers must be displayed; these
can be found in the box file in the foyer.

There are two disabled spaces, one near
the entrance and one at the far end.
Disabled drivers, please use these spaces
and display a blue badge.

Please note: if you do not display a blue
badge and / or parking voucher you run
the risk of being ticketed and fined.

1 1
i Please send items for the September !
i newsletter to my email address i
i below, by 30t August. Thank you, j
g Friends. :
: Liz Brooks |
: realgirltribe@gmail.com :
1 1

Lewes Meeting Contacts

Clerks: John Ashcroft, Liz Brooks and David
Martin at quakerclerkslewes@gmail.com

Pastoral Care and Eldership Team [PaCET]:
David Hitchin, Sharon Krummel and Tim Pitt-
Payne

Circles for pastoral care and support:
e Friars: Veryan Greenwood and Anna
Milner-Gulland
¢ Needlemakers: Geoff Halsey
o C(liffe: Jo Bakharia and Jane Goyder
e Zoom: David Hitchin

Website: www.lewesquakers.org.uk

Website editor: Drew Fisher at
ajfscorpio@hotmail.com

Newsletter editor: Liz Brooks at
realgirltribe@gmail.com

Children and young people’s committee:
cyplewes@gmail.com

Safeguarding: Helen Thomas at
helen.thomasé62@btinternet.com

For general enquiries and to hire rooms at
the meeting house:
quakermeetinghouselewes@gmail.com

Sussex East Area Meeting holding group:
clerks@sussexeastquakers.org.uk
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Quaker History Evenings

Change and continuity amongst Quakers
since the 1940s

Chris’ Quaker experiences range from going to Meeting as a child with his Quaker parents in the 1940s and 50s in
the historic Jordans Meeting House to a visit with Christina to Friends in Tsuchiura Meeting, Japan, in 2005.

Tuesday August 11t

in the Meeting House at 6.00 p.m.
with Meeting for Worship from 6.15-6.45 p.m. followed by the talk

Chris Lawson has been invited to reflect on his life and faith as someone born into
the Society of Friends. He says “I hope to mix my personal story with the changes
that have taken place in the Society of Friends over my life-time to bring out the
sense of a movement continually changing as it attempts to live out its faith at that
particular time.” There will be time for questions and discussion.

Shared supper at about 7.30 p.m. for those who would like

organised by Zoe Endacott
Baked potatoes provided — bring toppings etc to share

Further sessions to be arranged with topics suggested by those attending them.
Next dates in 2026 will be Tuesdays Sept 22, Nov 3 and Dec 15.

Further information from John Ashcroft, Sharon Krummel or Chris Lawson



CELEBRATION OF ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI
Lewes Christian Arts

Help is needed for the Life of St Francis event to be held on Saturday, 3 October 2026 at St Anne’s
Church in Lewes. See list below.

Helpers on the day to usher, arrange chairs, manage arrivals and ensure everything runs smoothly

Singers and performers

v’ Speaking roles: fisherman, butcher, bishop, rich man (Francis’s father), sultan, nuns
v" Non-speaking roles: villagers, juggler, seraphim, friars, lepers, nuns

Refreshments: make cakes, serve drinks and cakes, clear up
Help making costumes
Help making or sourcing props

Help making scenery
o Drapery for projecting onto (could be sheets sewn together)
o Medieval lanterns (cardboard)
o Bunting and drapes for the sultan’s palace
o Cardboard trees

Workshop assistants — workshops between 2 —4:30 p.m. on the day
o Set up tables and chairs
o Manage art materials
o Help children and adults with puppet making, illustrated manuscripts, or origami

Publicity
o Organise adverts in hard copy and online
o Distribute leaflets and posters

If you can help with any of the above, please email
thelewespassionplay@gmail.com with your details.
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